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Public  Health  Departnent, 
4“ 6,  The  Square, 
Winchester. 


June  1956. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  City  of  Winchester. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  present  the  8lst  Annual  Report  on  the 
state  of  the  public  health  and  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  City  for 
the  year  1955.  The  report  follows  the  lines  indicated  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 


The  Registrar-General’s  mid-year  estimate  of  the  population  was 
27,280  showing  an  increase  of  130  over  the  previous  year  or  980  higher  than 
the  figure  obtained  in  the  last  census.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses 
in  the  City  as  risen  to  7,705  an  increase  of  85  during  the  year,  whilst  the 
number  of  applicants  on  the  list  for  rehousing  amounted  to  888. 

The  Birth  Rate  at  12.  63  per  thousand  live  births  shows  a  marked 
decline  and  is  now  well  below  the  national  rate.  This  downward  trend  has 
been  noticeable  for  seme  years,  but  not  since  1937  has  such  a  low  birth  rate 
been  reached.  The  position  now  would  appear  to  be  that  we  have  returned  to 
pre-war  conditions  and  can  more  or  less  expect  the  gradual  but  continued  de¬ 
cline  over  the  caning  years  as  ensued  during  the  period  1925  -  1939. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  at  24.24  per  thousand  live  and  still 
births  shows  a  considerable  improvement  on  the  figure  for  the  previous  year 
and  is  now  once  again  below  the  comparative  figure  for  England  and  7Wales. 

In  all  there  was  a  total  of  8  infant  deaths,  7  of  wrhich  took  place  in  the 
neo-natal  period,  i.e.  the  first  month  of  life.  Prematurity  and  congenital 
malformation  are  the  attributable  causes  of  death  in  7  of  the  cases.  It 
would  appear  that  any  further  sustained  improvement  in  the  Infant  Mortality 
rate  must  be  sought  for  in  the  research  and  investigation  of  these  two  con¬ 
ditions.  The  Still  Birth  Rate  of  24.1  per  thousand  live  and  still  births 
shows  an  increase  frcm  the  figure  of  17.5  obtained  for  1954.  In  fact,  however, 
this  increased  f  igure  indicates  only  one  still  birth  more  than  occurred  in  the 
previous  year.  Further,  the  figure  approximates  more  closely  to  the  national 
rate,  with  which  it  does  not  canpare  unfavourably.  No  maternal  death  was  re¬ 
corded  in  the  City  during  the  year  under  review. 

The  Death  Rate  of  9.38  per  thousand  estimated  average  home  population 
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is  lower  than  the  previous  record  low  figure  of  9*4-2  per  thousand  for  1954, 
and  compares  most  favourably  with  the  figure  of*  11,7  per  thousand  for  England 
and  Wales,  The  total  number  of  deaths  was  320,  consisting  of  157  males  and 
163  females.  Of  these  only  18  or  5» 6%  occurred  below  the  age  of  45  years, 
indicating  the  increasing  longevity  of  the  population.  Incorporated  in  the 
text  is  a  diagramatic  illustration  showing  more  clearly  this  gradual  trend  as 
it  has  occurred  during  the  past  fifty  years.  Heart  disease  and  associated 
vascular  conditions  were  the  principle  cause  of  death,  whilst  cancer  was 
second  in  importance.  On  .further  analysis  of  these  latter  deaths,  cancer 
of  the  lung  showed  a  small  increase  to  12,  an  increase  of  2  over  the  pre¬ 
vious  year,  whereas  there  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 
attributable  to  cancer  of  the  stomach  where  the  numbers  increased  from  3  to 
10,  Bronchitis  is  the  only  other  cause  of  death  which  shows  a  marked  in¬ 
crease  over  the  previous  year  and  requires  special  mention.  The  severe 
weather  in  the  early  months  of  the  year,  no  doubt  contributed  to  the  in¬ 
creased  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease,  especially  amongst  the  elderly 
and  it  is  noted  that  15  of  the  20  deaths  attributed  to  this  cause  were 
amongst  persons  over  65  years.  With  the  exception  of  pulmonary  tubercu¬ 
losis,  which  was  the  cause  of  3  deaths,  there  were  no  deaths  attributable 
to  any  of  the  other  infectious  diseases. 

The  details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit 
during  their  visit  to  the  City  in  February  are  incorporated  in  this  report 
and  have  been  supplied  through  the  courtesy  of  Dr,  Moore,  Director  of  the 
Unit,  The  actual  numbers  attending  for  examinations  were  lower  than 
those  who  attended  on  previous  visits,  but  this  year  the  stay  of  the  Unit 
in  the  area  had  of  necessity  to  be  of  short  duration.  The  important  fea¬ 
ture,  however ,  was  the  fact  that  the  rate  of  newly  discovered  cases  of  Pul¬ 
monary  Tuberculosis  had  fallen  from  2, 63  to  0, 93  per  thousand. 

There  was  a  slight  fall  in  the  number  of  new  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  notified,  whilst  the  number  of  Non-Pulmonary  cases  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  fell  from  7  in  1954  to  2  in  the  year  under  review, 

A  graph  illustrating  the  incidence  and  death  rate  from.  Tuber¬ 
culosis  during  the  past  40  years  is  incorporated  in  the  text.  This 
clearly  shows  the  impact  of  two  world  wars,  and  more  recently,  the  im¬ 
proved  methods  of  diagnosis,  e,g.  Mass  Radiography,  on  the  incidence  of 
this  disease.  The  decline  in  the  number  of  deaths  as  shown,  however,  is 
an  indication  of  the  gradual  improvement  in  the  methods  of  treatment  em¬ 
ployed. 


The  notifications  of  .infectious  disease  show  a  considerable  in¬ 
crease  which  is  mainly  attributate  to  the  biennial,  outbreak  of  Measles 
during  the  late  Spring  and  early  Summer.  In  fact,  no  fewer  than  543 
of  the  66l  notifications  received  were  accounted  for  by  this  disease, 

4  Cases  of  Phralytic  and  3  cases  of  Non-Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  were  di¬ 
agnosed  and  subsequently  notified  to  the  City  -  these  notif ications  were 
for  the  most  part  cases  admitted  to  hospital  and  notified,  on  subsequent 
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confirmation  of  the  diagnosis  and  were  not  necessarily  permanent  residents 
of  the  City.  There  is  a  marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified,  but  a  small  increase  in  the  number  of  .cases 
of  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  3  Cases  of  Encephalitis  were  also  notified,  all  of 
which  occurred  as  a  complication  of  infectious  diseases.  The  slight  rise 
in  the  number  of  cases  of  Pood  Poisoning  is  mainly  attributable  to  a  small 
outbreak  which  occurred  in  one  of  the  City  Schools,  shortly  after  the 
commencement  of  the  Autumn  term.  A-  full  and  prompt  investigation  was 
immediately  undertaken  and  it  was  possible  to  isolate  the  causative  organism, 
namely.  Salmonella  Typhi  Murium,  and  to  subsequently  eliminate  the  source  of 
further  infection. 

As  in  last  year's  report,  it  was  again  considered  advisable  to 
include  a  chart  in  the  report  showing  the  work  done  at  Victoria  Hospital. 
Accordingly,  details  are  provided  of  the  "types  of  cases  admitted,  as  well 
as  information  showing  the  areas  from  which  the  patients  are  derived.  The 
value  of  the  table  from  the  standard  of  the  health  is  of  sane  importance, 
as  in  addition  to  showing  the  work  done  in  the  Hospital,  it  also  gives  an 
indication  of  the  number  and  variety  of  the  more  severe  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  which  have  occurred  in  the  surrounding  rural  and  urban  areas  during 
the  year. 


Concerning  the  Clinics  serving  the  area,  special  reference  must  be 
made  to  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  which  was  opened  in  September  at  the  Weeke 
Community  Centre  and  which  meets  every  week  on  Monday  afternoon.  The  attend¬ 

ance  has  been  very  satisfactory  and  no  doubt  the  opening  of  the  Centre  has 
supplied  a  long-felt  need,  and  it  has  obviated  the  necessity  of  Mothers, 
especially  those  with  young  children,  having  to  make  the  journey  into  the 
town  to  attend  a  Clinic.  Mention  must  also  be  made  of  the  Foot  Clinic 
which  was  origina  ly  sponsored  in  1.954  by  the  Old  People's  Welfare  Committee 
and  Council  of  Social  Services,  and  is  now  run  by  a  small  Sub-Committee  of 
the  Winchester  Old  People’s  "Welfare  Committee,  This  Clinic  is  held  at 
fortnightly  intervals  on  Monday  afternoon  at  The  Square  and  is  attended  by 
a  qualified  Chiropodist  who  receives  voluntary  assistance  from  members  of 
the  British  Red  Cross  Society.  Sessions  usually  last  three  hours  and 
during  that  period  it  has  been  found  possible  to  treat  approximately  nine 
persons.  The  British  Red  Cross  Society  also  provides  transport,  vhere 
n  ecessary,  for  the  patients,  to  and  from  their  hemes.  There  is  a  small 
charge  for  those  receiving  treatment  at  the  Clinic  and  the  balance  of  the 
cost  is  made  up  by  the  Old  People's  Welfare  Committee.  How  much  the  service 
is  axopreciated  by  the  elderly  can  be  estimated  from  the  fact  that  it  is  often 
found  necessary  to  hold  additional  sessions,  and  -these  are  arranged  at  the 
Red  Cross  Headquarters. 

The  part  of  the  report  dealing  with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of 
the  Area  (Section  D  Part  l),  has  been  prepared  as  usual  by  Mr.  Seymour, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  It  indicates  the  wide  scope  of  the  work  carried 
out  by  the  Inspectors  and  the  many  duties  that  they  are  called  upon  to  per¬ 
form. 
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Their  main  occupation  throughout  the  year  concerned  housing  and  involved 
them  in  the  first  instance  in  the  carrying  out  of  a  housing  survey  under  the 
provisions  of  Fart  1  Housing  Repairs  aid  Rents  Act,  1954.  Subsequently,  it 
was  found  pssible  to  make  official  representations  concerning  almost  100 
properties  and  these  were  declared  as  Clearance  Areas  by  the  City  Council. 
Finally,  following  Public  Inquiries  in  August  and  November,  these  Areas  were 
c onf  ixmed  as  such  by  the  Minister .  In  addition  19  properties  were  demolished 
as  a  result  of  procedure  under  Section  11 ,  Housing  Act  193o»  As  will  be 
evident  from  the  rest  of  the  information  in  this  part  of  the  report,  the 
usual  day  to  day  duties  of  the  Inspectors  have  not  been  neglected  as  a  result 
of  their  pre-occupation  with  housing  matters. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  interest  and  help  in  carrying 
•out  the  work  of  the  Health  Department,  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  under  its  Director  Dr.  H„  Findlay,  who  has  at  all  times  been  avail¬ 
able  with  practical  advice  and  assistance  in  carrying  out  the  many  and 
varied  bacteriological  investigations.  Finally,  I  wish  to  express  my 
appreciation  to  the  other  officers  of  the  Corporation  and  the  members  of 
the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  continued  interest  in  the  work 
of  the  Department. 


ROBT.  A.  GOOD, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


The  Mayor 

Chairman 


Councillor  Mrs.  Thackeray 
Alderman  Edmonds. 


Alderman  Taylor.  Councillor  Mrs.  Neate. 
Councillor  Forbes.  Councillor  Mansel. 

Councillor  Neats. 


Councillors  Davies. 
Councillor  Miss  Edmeades. 


A  -  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  of  the  Borough  3 >888  acres. 

Population  Census  193-1  -  23,523<. 

Census  1951  -  (County  Report) 

25 >721, 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of 
Home  Population  mid- 1955  27,280. 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 


(On  31st  March,  1958  from  figures 
supplied  by  the  City  Treasurer)  - 
7,705 


Rateable  Value  at 

1st  April 9 1955 

Net  penny  rate 
product , 1955-58 

Social  Conditions. 


Unemployed 


Unemployment  registered  in  the  firs 


Year 

Men 

Women 

1947 

17 

4“ 

1948 

41 

13 

1949 

41 

33 

1950 

62 

38 

1951 

51 

22 

1952 

47 

/ 

42 

£297,1 33. 


£1,187.  8.  2d. 

There  are  no  special  industries  in 
the  City  in  the  ordinary  acceptance 
of  the  term.  It  is  estimated  that 
there  are  293  premises  that  cone 
within  the  definition  of  ''factory" 
in  the  City. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Manager  of  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  Employment  Ex- 
change  for  Winchester  for  information 
relating  to  unemployment . 

;  week  in  January:  - 
Total 
21 
54 
74 
100 

73 

89 


Unemployment  registered  in  the  first 

week  in  January 

( Contd. ) 

0 

Year  Men 

Women 

Total 

1953  91 

£o~ 

131 

1954  64 

48 

112 

1955  63 

36 

99 

1936  81 

23 

106 

B  -  SUMMARY  OP  VITAL 

STATISTICS 

FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Live  Births 

Total. 

Male 

Female 

Total  Registered 

330 

“105 

~rsr 

Legitimate 

320 

139 

161 

Illegitimate 

10 

6 

4 

Still  Births 

Total  Registered 

8 

3 

3 

Legitimate 

8 

3 

3 

Illegitimate 

“ 

— 

— 

Deaths 

Total  Registered 

320 

137 

163 

Ma  t  erna.1  Mortali  ty 

Deaths  from  puerperal 

causes  - 

Puerperal  sepsis 

- 

— 

Other  puerperal  causes 

- 

- 

Total, 

- 

— 

Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 


Total  Registered  8 

Legitimate  8 

Illegitimate 

Deaths  fron  Special  Causes 

Total  Registered  71 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary  3 

Non-pulmonary 

Cancer  36 

Pneumonia.  10 

Influenza  2 

Whooping  Cough  - 

Measles  - 

Diphtheria 


Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


6 

6 


44 

2 

33 

8 

1 


2 

2 


27 

1 

23 

2 

1 
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Bii’th  Rate 


Winchester 

per  1,000  estimated  home 

population  mid  1955  12.63 

(corrected) 

Still  Birth  Rate 


Winchester 


per  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births 

24.1 

Death  Rate 

per  1,000  estimated  average 
home  population  mid- 1955 
(corrected) 

9.38 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000  total  (live 
and  still)  births  - 

Maternal  causes, 
excluding  abortion 

0.00 

Du.e  to  abortion 

0.00 

Total  maternal  mortality 

0.00 

Comparative 
Statistics 
(where  available) 
England  and  Wales 

15.0 

/ 


Comparative 
Statistics 
(where  available) 
England  and  Wales 

23.1 


11.7 


0.54 
0.10 
0. 64 


Death  Rate 

of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  - 
All  infants  per  1,000 

live  births  24.24  24.9 

Legitimate  infants  per 
1,000  legitimate  live 


births 

25.00 

— — 

Illegitimate  infants 

per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  b.irth$ 

0.0 

— 

Death  Rate- per  1,000  estimate 

hone  population 

Tuberculosis 

0.11 

0.15 

Cancer 

1.69 

— 

Pneumonia 

0.37 

0.49 

Influenza 

0.07  - 

0.07 
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The  following  table  gives  at  a  glance  a  comparison  between  the 
chief  vital,  statistics  of  Winchester  and  some  other  areas  for  Hie  year  1955:“ 


-  Live 
Birth 
Rate. le 

Still 
Birth 
Rate. 2. 

Death 

Rate. 

3. 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate. 

under  1  yr„4 

Winchester  U.  D„ 

12.63 

24.1 

9.38 

24.24 

England  &  Wales 

15.0 

23.1 

11.7 

24.9 

Great  Towns 

Ilf.  9 

23.2 

11.6 

25.1 

London 

15.1 

20.2 

11.5 

23.2 

NOTE  “  1  and  3  ere  expressed  as  the  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population, 

2  is  expressed  as  the  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births, 
4  is  expressed,  as  the  rate  per  1,000  live  births. 

INFANT  MORTALITY 


Nett,  Deaths  frcm  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1  year  in  1955 - 


Cause 

of 

Death 

Under  1  week 

w 

<D 

1 

OJ 

o 

-p 

V 

CO 

A; 

<D 

1 

O 

P 

C\1 

3  to  4  weeks 

Total  under 

4  weeks 

4  weeks  and 
under  3  months 

3  to  6  months 

6  to  9  months 

9  to  12  months 

Total  4  weeks 
to  1  year 

TOT, 

o 

H 

1 

Female 

Total 

Prematurity 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Congenital 

Malf  orma- 

tions 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

Other 

causes 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

7 

1 

1 

6 

8 
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Table  of  Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  year  1955 _ 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  specified  ages  of  Residents  whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  district. 


CO 

< 

H 

O 

6 

a > 

- 

1 

hh 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

vO 

- 

- 

1 

40 

22 

ro 

co 

rt- 

- 

rq 

OO 

- 

1 

1 

ro 

1 

1 

rq 

1 

rq 

1 

163 

H 

s 

rq 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

vO 

T— < 

*— < 

1 

1 

VO 

rq 

- 

26 

rq 

20 

r- 

- 

00 

rq 

co 

- 

! 

1 

! 

1 

rq 

- 

1 

r-H 

157 

\D 

and 

over 

co 

Os 

- 

co 

rq 

1 

56 

35 

vO 

47 

0 

- 

Os 

0 

rq 

- 

co 

Os 

- 

rq 

239 

O  ^ 
*-»  vo 

cq 

- 

ro 

- 

- 

T— < 

ON 

vO 

- 

ro 

r-H 

- 

- 

0 

r-H 

r— « 

co 

so 

co 

O  ^ 

+-*  Tj- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

r-H 

vo 

O 

rq 

to 

35 

r-H 

r*H 

r-H 

CO 

vn 

T— t 

2  2 

- 

— 

1  10  1 

22 

22 

to 

5 

co 

to 

4 

rq 

to 

3 

- 

O  cq 

w 

- 

- 

1  Under 

1 

Year 

- 

ro 

OO 

1  Total 

all 

Ages 

co 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

rH 

rq 

vO 

r-H 

27 

co 

- 

99 

43 

r- 

- 

rq 

0 

20 

- 

1 

co 

1 

! 

28 

- 

rq 

rq 

- 

0 

rq 

CO 

to 

Causes  of  Death 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

Tuberculosis,  Other  ... 

<u 

& 

a 

4J 

to 

5 

IS 

g 

V3 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  Infections 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ... 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  .  . 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ... 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ... 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasn 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

Other  Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

Influenza  ... 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

Congenital  Malformations 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  . . . 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  other  Accidents  ... 

0 

T3 

'G 

•  rH 

3 

00 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

*-h 

rq 

co 

VO 

00 

Os 

0 

r— < 

co 

r-H 

-rT 

VO 

r- 

GO 
*— < 

19 

O 

rq 

*-H 

rq 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

r-H 

ro 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

PefcceMTxae*  op  Deaths  in  various  A ozqups  to  total  Deatus  1901*1955* 


Ag£  Groups 


o 


,im  min  mm  mw  m* 


ii 


Vo 


^lat 


!1  I 


5  3  3  $  S 


'O  ^  vft 


^  ^  \P  'O  Jo 

O  s  c«  K)  -4  M» 


>0  \©  >0  \n  NO  Jo 
^  i  w  **1  ^  ^ 


NO  V©  ^  V?  1° 
Q  v!  tl  fo  >  !o 

^  5S  vS  ^  5s 


C  -  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  'THE  AREA 
FUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  T HE  AUTHORITY 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

ROBT.  A.  GOOD,  M.B.  ,  B.CH. ,  D.P.H. ,  L.M. 

Veterinary  Surgeon 

J.  B«  TUTT,  F.R.C.V.S. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

E.  SEYMOUR,  A.M.I.S.E.,  M.R.  S.H.  (Certified  Meat  and  Food 

Inspector) 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors 

C.  BENNETT,  Cert.  R*  San.  I.  (Certified  Meat  and  Food  Inspector) 

R.  W.  ANDREWS,  M.R.  S.H. ,  M.  S.  I. A.  (Certified  Meat  and  Food  Inspector) 

From  January  1st,  1955. 

Rodent  Officers 
V.  KEBBY 
J.  PARSONS 
Chief  Clerk 

MRS.  J.  RICHARDS 

HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  NURSING  STAFF 

Health  Visitors 

MISS  M.  FORRESTER,  S.R.N. ,  S.C.M.  ,  H.V. 

MRS.  A.  NCBLE,  S.R.N.  ,  S.C.M.  ,  H.V. 

MISS  B.  WATSON,  S.R.C.N. ,  S.C.M.  ,  H.V. 

Midwives 

MRS.  H0  OLIVER,  S.C.M. 

MRS.  E.B0  SANDY'S,  S.R.N. ,  S.C.M. 

General  Nurses 

MRS.  S.J.  McCOURT,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N. 

MISS  R.E.  DABNER,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N. 

MISS  E.  HUGHES,  S.R.N.  ,  S.C.M.,  Q.N. 

MISS  B.  MULLEE,  S.R.N.,  Q.N. 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


Bacteriology  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 

Royal  Hampshire  County  Hospital. 

Director  -  Dr.  H.  T  Findlay, 

Chemical  Analysis  Southampton  Borough  Analyst, 

Civic  Centre, 

Southampton. 

Public  Analyst  -  Mr,  R.  Watridge. 

HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

Ambulance  Service  Ambulance  Depot, 

Kingsley  Place, 

Winchester.  (Telephone  2536). 

Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres 

(a)  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE.  Wednesday  and  Friday  in  each  week, 

2  p.m.  at  the  Health  Department. 

(b)  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE.  Each  Tuesday  2  p.m,  at  the  Stanmore 

Nursery. 

(c)  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE.  Each  Monday  2  p.m.  at  the  Weeke 

Community  Centre,  from  10th 
October,  1955 . 

(d)  SCHOOL  CLINIC.  Daily  9-10.  30  a.m.  at  the  Health  Department. 

(e)  IMMUNISATION  CLINIC.  Clinics  for  the  innoculation  of  school  and 

pre-school  children  against  Diphtheria 
and  Whooping  Cough  are  held  on  the  third 
Tuesday  in  each  month  at  the  Health  De¬ 
partment. 

(f )  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC.  The  fourth  Friday  odd  months  at 

1.30  p.m.  at  the  County  Health  Department, 

The  Castle. 

(g)  SPEECH  CLINIC.  Monday  and  Friday  each  "week  by  appointment  at  the 

County  Health  Department,  The  Castle. 

(h)  TUBERCULOSIS  CLINIC.  Each  Wednesday  (10  a.m.  old  patients,  2.30  p.m. 

new  patients),  Thursdays  9.30  a.m.  (by  appoint¬ 
ment)  at  County  Health  Department,  The  Castle. 
Thursdays  1.30  p.m.  A.P.  Refills  at  Royal 
Hampshire  County  Hospital. 

OLD  PEOPLE’S  WELFARE. 

Chiropody  Clinic  -  Held  once  a  fortnight  on  a  Monday  afternoon, 

appointments  being  arranged  through  the  British 
Red  Cross. 
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REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD. 


HOSPITALS 

(1)  Sto  Paul's  Hospital  (Chronic  sick)  227  beds  and  40  Part  111 

(Welfare)  beds. 

(ii)  Victoria  Isolation  Hospital  (infectious  disease)  36  beds, 
(iii)  Royal  Hants  County  Hospital  -  Medical,  Surgical  end  Children 

313  beds.  Maternity  40  beds. 

(a)  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC. 

(i)  Major;  The  first  Friday  each  month  by  appointment,  at 
the  Royal  Hampshire  County  Hospital. 

(ii)  Remedial;  By  appointment,  at  the  Royal  Hampshire 

County  Hospital. 

(b)  OPHTHALMIC  CLINIC. 

Winchester  City  cases  twice  per  month,  by  appointment,  at  the 
County  Health  Department,  The  Castle. 

(c)  ORTHOPTIC  CLINIC.  By  appointment,  at  the  Royal  Hampshire 

County  Hospital. 


♦ 
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SECTION  “  D  ” 


Sanitary  Circumstances 
of  the  City 


Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 


E.  SEYMOUR,  A.M.I.S.E.,  M.R.San.I. 


CITY  OF  WINCHESTER— ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Once  again  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  prepare  this  part  of  the 
Annual  Report  for  1955,  dealing  with  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  City, 

Certain  changes  of  staff  occurred  during  the  year,  viz.  Mr.  R„W. 
Andrews,  District  Sanitary  Inspector,  Portsmouth,  was  appointed  as  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector,  in  succession  to  Mr.  W.  Kerley,  (resigned).  In  recent- 
years  the  effective  performance  of  many  duties  has  been  rendered  impossible 
as  a  resu.lt  of  staff  shortage  and  such  important  work  as  housing  could  only 
be  attempted  at  the  expense  of  equally  important  work.  It  is  gratifying 
to  report,  therefore,  that  Mr.  N.  Thompson  was  appointed  in  August  1955?  as 
Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector,  with  a  view  to  relieving  the  qualified  staff  from 
some  of  the  office  routine,  for  it  is  well  known  that  the  smooth  running  of 
the  clerical  side  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors'  work  has  a  marked  effect 
upon  outside  duties. 

Although  the  work  of  environmental  hygiene  has  progressed  a  long 
way,  it  is  rarely  spectacular;  it  involves  much  routine  and  systematic 
work,  such  as  the  inspection  and  sampling  of  food,  and  the  inspection  of  many 
types  of  buildings.  The  duties  carried  out  by  the  Department  are  given  in 
the  table  on  page  16. 

During  the  post  war  years  it  has  not  been  possible  to  pursue  a 
policy  of  regular  routine  house  to  house  inspection  as  well  as  give  attention 
to  complaints  received  by  the  Health  Department.  This  has  been  partly  due 
to  the  rapid  deterioration  of  much  of  the  house  property  in  the  City.  It 
has  thus  remained  necessary  with  regard  to  securing  essential  repairs,  to 
concentrate  attention  on  sib-standard  housing  conditions. 

The  Housing  Survey  required  under  Section  1  of  trie  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954,  has  bee^  .carried  out  with  a  view  to  representation  of 
areas  for  clearance,  and  details  of  this  work  aregiven  in  the  housing  section 
of  this  report. 

The  interpretation  of  the  new  standard  of  fitness  for  houses  which 
is  contained  in  the  Act,  has  caused  difficulties  throughout  the  Country, 
but  so  far  we  in  Winchester  have  not  been  challenged  on  our  interpretation 
of  the  standard. 

Steady  progress  was  maintained  during  the  year  in  connection  with 
food  hygiene.  In  the  inaugural  and  early  stages  of  the  campaign  promoted 
with  the  object  of  securing  cleaner  food,  the  interest  of  the  public  and  food 
traders  was  attracted  and  stimulated  by  the  publicity  which  it  was  given. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  therefore  directed  special  attention  during  the 
year  to  the  need  for  seeing  that  persons  holding  responsible  positions  in 
the  food,  trade  do  not  develop  a  complacent  attitude,  hut  continue  to  take  an 
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active  interest  in  the  matter. 


Infoimation  concerning  the  years  activities  such  as  the  inspection 
and  sampling  of  food  and  many  other  varied  duties  carried  out  by  the  De¬ 
partment  are  given,  as  usual,  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

I  would  be  lacking  in  understanding  if  I  did  not  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  sympathetic  and  co-operative  spirit  shown  by  your 
Committee  throughout  the  year,  and  at  the  same  time  to  place  on  record  the 
willing  co-operation  of  the  whole  staff  of  the  Department. 


I  am. 


Yours  faithfully. 


E.  SEYMOUR, 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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WORK  OP  SANITARY  INSPECTORS 


HOUSING,, 


General  Conditions 


During  the  year  under  review,  and  in  order  to  obtain  a  reasonably 
accurate  assessment  of  the  number  of  unfit  houses  in  the  City,  it  was 
neoessaryto  carry  out  a  housing  survey  under  the  provisions  of  Part  I, 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954» 

Unfitness  was  determined  by  reference  to  a  specified  criteria 
and  the  proposals  provided  broad  estimates  of  the  total  number  of  unfit 
houses  requiring  demolition*  Altogether,  a  total  of  538  dwellings 

were  found  to  be  eligible  for  demolition  or  closure. 

The  interpretation  of  the  new  standard  of  fitness  required 
careful  consideration.  Previously,  when  considering  whether  or  not 

a  house  was  fit  for  habitation,  one  could  compare  the  "standard  of  housing 
accommodation  in  the  district".  Now  the  fitness  or  otherwise  of  a 

house  would  appear  to  be  purely  a  question  of  opinion  based  on  the  eight 
points  enumerated  in  the  Act.  The  matters  to  which  "regard  had  to  be 

given"  in  determining  whether  a  house  was  unfit  for  human  habitation  were;- 

1 °  Repair 

The  lack  of  repair  must  affect  the  fitness  of  a  house  as  a 
dwelling,  although  such  items  as  perished  brickwork  which 
showed  no  evidence  of  dampness  was  considered  as  not  material. 

20  Stability 

The  house  lacked  stability  or  it  did  not.  In  dealing  with 
this  question  it  was  necessary  to  visualise  where  and  what 
failures  had  occurred  and  to  ascertain  the  probable  cause  of 
such  failures.  The  question  arose  "is  the  building  on  the 

move",  or  are  the  bulges  and  twists  which  have  developed  over 
the  years  likely  to  continue  or  have  they  "always  been  like  it". 

3*  Freedom  from  Damp 

There  are  many  conflicting  views  as  to  how  serious  dampness 
must  be  before  it  is  dangerous  to  health.  In  all  cases 
where  dampness  was  found,  consideration  was  given  to  the  extent 
and  degree,  the  duration  and  cause  of  the  dampness* 
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Natural,  L  i.ghting. 

Many  factors  influence  the  lighting  of  a  room,  e.g.  the  shape , 
size  and  position  of  the  windows,  the  aspect  and  the  presence 
of  nearby  buildings.  In  support  of  the  practical  tests  applied, 
light  meter  readings  were  taken  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
survey.  Further,  the  natural  lighting  of  bedrooms  was  con¬ 
sidered  as  not  so  important  as  that  of  'the  kitchen  and  living 
roans.  The  adopted  standard  of  2§-  foot  candles,  over  more  than 
50 %  of  the  area  of  kitchen  and  living  rooms  -when  it  ms  dull 
outside,  was  no  means  high  and  much  below  the  recommended  standard. 

5«  Ventilation. 

This  was  regarded  as  of  prime  importance  in  determining  the  fit¬ 
ness  of  a  house.  The  effects  on  health  as  a  result  of  bad 
ventilation  are  beyond  question.  Consideration  was  given  to  the 
space  around  the  building,  the  position  and  size  of  windows,  and 
the  existence  of  flues. 

6.  Water  Supply. 

Wholesomeness  and  adequacy  of  water  supply  ms  considered  more 
important  than  the  actual  situation  of  the  supply.  Because  the 
tap  was  in  the  yard  or  shared  by  others,  the  house  was  not  con- 
side.red  reasonably  unfit  for  habitation. 

7 o  Drainage  and  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

The  problem  of  drainage  was  not  so  controversial  as  the  other 
factors,  but  broadly  speaking  it  was  considered  satisfactory  if 
the  system  was  adequate  to  remove  waste  from  the  vicinity  of  the 
dwelling  without  causing  inconvenience  or  a  nuisance  and  be 
capable  of  .removing  all  rainwater  so  as  to  provide  dry  approaches  . 
and  not  cause  dampness. 

8.  Storage,  Preparation  and  Cooking  of  Food. 

It  was  considered  reasonable  to  assume  that  every  house  should 
be  provided  with  an  adequate  .fly-proof  and  well  ventilated  food 
store.  Such  store  to  be  accessible  from  the  inside  of  the  house, 
preferably  from  the  rocm  where  food  was  prepared.  It  was 
difficult  to  envisage  what  might  be  enforced  in  the  way  of 
facilities  for  the  preparation  of  food,  but  for  the  purpose  of  the 
survey  it  was  taken  to  mean  that  a  sink  must  be  provided  with  a 
suitable  draihboard  and  work  table  which  may  be  an  extension  of  the 
drairiboard.  The  minimum  facilities  required  for  the  disposal  of 
waste  water  ms  considered  to  be  a  sink  canplete  with  waste  pipe 
which  discharged  over  a  proper  trapped  gully. 
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-  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 


4. 


(a.)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  ca?  Housing  Acts). . . . . . .  1035 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 


00<>00«9000 


.0...00. 1570 


(a)  Clumber  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  the  sub¬ 
heading  (l)  above)  which  were  .inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations s  1925  and 
1932. ooo.o 


oootfo««*ou«oo*ooooeoooooo**ocotfooooo«eeoo«oo900o 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  for  the  purpose. .  0 . . 


000000 


0000 


755 

.  .  o  1670 


Number  cf  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. . . ... .  552 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 
the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation. 


Lo  o  o  o  •  o  • 


•  OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
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II  -  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notice. 


Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers. .....  280 

III  -  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9S  10  and  1 6  of  the  Housing 
Act *  1935. 

1.  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  serv  ed  requiring  repairs . . . . .  14 

2.  No.  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  - 

a.  By  Owners. .........oo............... ............. 13 

b.  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners. ..........  1 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied . .....280 

2.  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  - 


a.  By  Owners. . . . . . . .  19 

b.  By  Local.  Authority  in  default  of  Owners . . .1 
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The  Clearance  of  Unfit  Houses,, 


During  the  early  part  of  the  year  when  the  survey  of  the  "Brooks" 
district  was  completed,  it  became  very  evident  that  in  many  cases  piece-meal 
action  could  no  longer  provide  the  answer  to  the  problem  of  unfit  properties,. 

It  was  appreciated  that  to  condemn  and  demolish  the  very  bad  houses  would  re¬ 
move  one  evil  and  produce  others  in  its  place .  Void  uncontrolled  sites,  risk 
of  nuisance  from  rubbish  and  rats,  houses  left  without  support  are  but  a  few  of 
the  undesirable  by-products  of  piece-meal  action,  accordingly,  a  clearance  pro¬ 
gramme  was  commenced,, 

It  will  be  well  known  that  the  very  nature  of  clearance  area  pro¬ 
cedure  under  the  Housing  Acts  does  much  to  determine  the  speed  at  which  these 
schemes  can  proceed,  but  by  March  1955,  an  official  representation  involving 
80  houses  had  been  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee  and  later  were  declared 
to  be  Clearance  Areas  by  the  City  Council.  At  the  subsequent  public  inquiry 
which  was  held  in  August  1955,  appeals  in  connection  with  49  properties  were 
submitted  on  the  grounds  that  the  houses  were  not  unfit  or  that  in  a  number 

of  cases  the  properties  had  a  further  limited  life. 

» 

Apart  from  one  house  which  was  structurally  part  of  licensed 
premises,  and  for  which  an  undertaking  was  accepted  in  connection  with  im¬ 
provement  and  repair,  the  Minister  announced  his  decision  in  favour  of  the 
Corporation, 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  a  further  area  in  the  same  district 
had  been  viewed  by  the  Redevelopment  Sub-Committee,  who  agreed  to  recommend 
13  houses  to  the  City  Council,  for  clearance.  A  number  of  appeals  to  the  re¬ 
sulting  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  were  withdrawn  by  the  time  the  public  in¬ 
quiry  was  held,  and  the  one  remaining  objector  failed  to  attend.  An  In¬ 
spector  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  visited  and  in¬ 
spected  the  area  which  was  subsequently  confirmed  by  the  Minister  as  represented. 

Details  of  the  Properties  concerned  in 
Public  Inquiries  for  1955  are  as  follows; 

1°  City  of  Winchester  (The  Brooks)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  1955° 

City  of  Winchester  (The  Brooks)  Clearance  Order  1955° 

Date  of  Inquiry^  3rcL  and  4th  August,  1955° 


Boundary  Streets 

Nos. 

1 

-  7 

inc. 

and 

9  - 

15 

inc. 

Cossack  Lane: 

Nos. 

3, 

4  and  5° 

Freelands  Bldgs. 

Nos. 

1 

-  11 

inc. 

Lower  Brook  Streets 

Nos. 

1, 

2, 

3,  4, 

5, 

11, 

12, 

13, 

15,  16, 

17 

19, 

20, 

21, 

22  and  70  - 

85 

inc. 

Middle  Brook  Streets 

Nos. 

8, 

14, 

18, 

20, 

24, 

26, 

28, 

30  and 

38. 

Poulscme  Places 

Nos. 

1 

-  12 

inc. 

St.  Patrick's  House,  Silver  Hill 
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2U  City  of  Winchester  (The  Brooks)  (No. 2)  Compulsory 

Purchase  Order  1955 ° 

Date  of  Inquiry"  9th  November  1955° 

Lower  Brook  Streets  Nos.  40  ,  41,  42  ,  44,  45  ,  46  ,  47,  48  ,  49, 

50,  51,  52  and  53° 


Houses  Demolished  or  Closed  during  the  Year. 


1°  Housing  Act  1936. 


(a)  Demolished  as  a  result  cf  formal  or  informal 

procedure  ( Section  11 . 


62  Chesil  Street 

41  Colehrook  Street 

42  Colehrook  Street 

43  Colehrook  Street 
2  Wharf  Hill 

52  North  Walls 

53  North  Walls 

54  North  Walls 

55  North  Walls 


56  North  Walls 

57  North  Walls 

8  Upper  Brook  Street 
10  Upper  Brook  Street 
12  Upper  Brook  Street 
14  Upper  Brook  Street 
16  Upper  Brook  Street 
18  Upper  Brook  Street 
20  Upper  Brook  Street 
22  Upper  Brook  Street 


(b)  Cl.osed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking  given  hy  owners 
under  Section  11  and  still  in  force. . . . . 


19 


.2 


41  Colehrook  Street 
59  Wales  Street 


(o)  Phrts  of  building  closed  (Section  12) 


2 


7  Market  Street  (flat) 

63  Eastgate  Street  (basement) 


2. 


(d)  Action  taken  under  Section 
not  yet  demolished. . . 

45  Colehrook  Street 

46  Colehrook  Street 
45  Lower  Brook  Street 
23  Canon  Street 

2  Hyde  Church  Yard 


11,  hut  for  various  reasons  houses 

>0  0  0  0  .  0  0  9  OO..O.  .900000000000  e  o  o  10 

3  King  Alfred  Place 
29  St.  John's  Street 
27  Queen's  Road 
110  Stockhridge  Road. 

50  North  Walls 


Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953° 

Closed  as  a  result  of  closing  orders  under 

Sections  10  (l)  and  11  (2) . 


3 
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18  Hyde  Church  Path 
11  Bridge  Street 
10a  Gladstone  Street 


REPAIR  OF  UNFIT  HOUSES, 

Following  a.  notice  of  repairs  for  increase  of  rent,  five  applications 
were  received  from,  tenants  for  certificates  of  disrepair  under  the  Housing 
Repairs  &  Rents  Act;  four  certificates  were  granted  and  one  refused.  To- 
wards  the  end  of  the  year  one  application  was  received,  and  granted  for  the  re¬ 
vocation  of  a  certificate  of  disrepair. 

In  seeking  a  rent  increase  there  is  always  the  possibility  of  a 
certificate  of  disrepair  being  issued,  and  there  is,  of  course,  the  implied 
undertaking  that  the  house  will  be  maintained  in  good  repair.  Thus  the  small 
increase  obtained  may  easily  be  lost  at  any  future  time  and  the  rent  income 
may  even  be  reduced.  This  may  be  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  lack  of  initia¬ 
tive  on  the  part  of  house  property  owners  to  increase  rents  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Act. 

840  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  to  secure  repairs  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  provisions,  and  300  preliminary  and  statutory  notices  served 

upon  owners . 


Many  cases  of  genuine  hardship  arising  from  the  increased  cost  of 
property  maintenance  are  revealed  in  interviews  and  correspondence  with  owners 
of  worn-out  property  which  has  obviously  become  a  liability  instead  of  a  source 
of  income.  On  the  other  hand,  an  irresponsible  practice  appears  to  be  arising 
with  a.  few  owners,  who  ignore  or  only  partially  comply  with  repair  notices  until 
the  final  stage  of  court  action  or  default  work  is  reached. 

Serious  dif ficulties  have  again  arisen  in  dealing  with  conditions 
resulting  from  the  demolition  of  individual  houses  in  terrace  developnent,  where¬ 
by  4‘g'in.  party  walls  of  remaining  occupied  houses  are  left  exposed  to  penetrating 
wind  and  rain.  The  owners  are  usually  illusive  individuals  who  have 
acquired  worn-out  property  in  anticipation  of  rapid  deterioration  and  demolition 
for  the  value  of  the  building  materials  or  a  cleared  site,  and  have  no  intention 
of  effecting  repairs. 

Repairs  to  Property  in  Oner’s  Default. 

Only  one  order  was  issued  to  a  Corporation  Contractor  during  the 
year;  the  account  for  this  work  which  was  £213.  10.  Od.  being  recovered  from 
the  owner. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

One  alarming  feature  emerging  from  housing  inquiries  is  the  extended 
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use  of  dwelling  houses  for  what  can  only  be  described  as  houses  "let-in- 
lodgings".  These  range  from  the  type  which  differs  little  from  the  common 
lodging  house  to  those  where  service  is  of  reasonably  good  standard,,  Between 
these  extremes,  there  are  many  which  call  for  attention  under  Section  9,9  11  and 
12  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

By  implication,  the  owners  of  houses  let-in-lodgings  are  responsible 
under  Section  9  fa?  the  state  of  the  premises  so  far  as  they  relate  to  good  re¬ 
pair  *  stability  and  freedom  from  damp.  Under  Section  11  the  person  in  control 
has  to  secure  the  fitness  of  the  premises  for  occupation  in  regard  to  natural 
lighting,  ventilation,  sanitary  conveniences  and  drainage,  .facilities  for 
the  storage,  preparation  and  cooking  of  food,  and  the  disposal  of  waste  water. 
Under  Section  12  the  occupier  and/or  person  in  control,  is  responsible  for  the 
prevention  of  overcrowding. 

Changes  in  the  administrative  and  legislative  control  of  these 
premises  have  also  taken  place.  Byelaws  made  under  Section  6  of  the  Housing 
Act  1936,  or  under  earlier  Acts  and  private  Acts,  have  been  repealed  by  the 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act.  The  demand  for  such  accommodation  is  great 
and  whilst  the  department  is  aware  of  59  houses  "let-in-lodgings"  or  occupied 
by  members  of  more  than  one  family,  the  number  is  considered  to  understate 
the  extent  of  such  sub-letting  in  the  City.  35  visits  were  made  during  the 

year  in  the  course  of  which  it  was  necessary  to  serve  8  notices  relative  to 
repairs  and  improvements ,  .and  in  3  instances  concerning  dirty  conditions . 


Because  of  the  undulating  nature  of  the  City,  Winchester  appears  to 
have  rather  more  than  its  fair  share  of  underground  roans  used  for  human 
habitation* 


Of  he  various  types  the  most  common  are  houses  built  on  ground 
which  slopes  away  frcm  the  road,  and  the  front  rooms  of  the  lowest  floor  are 
invariably  underground.  The  extent  to  which  they  can  be  made  to  comply  with 
the  Regulation,  which  were  adopted  by  the  City  Council  in  1954,  determines 
whether  they  can  be  made  into  habitable  roans. 

It  is  obvious  that  underground  rooms  of  houses  facing  directly  on 
to  the  pavement  cannot  be  made  fit  for  human  habitation  since  sufficient 
window  area,  coupled  with  the  inquired  angle  of  light,  cannot  be  provided, 
nor  can  an  open  area  be  formed  in  front  of  the  window  because  this  would  in¬ 
volve  encroachment  of  the  pavement.  With  a  forecourt  to  the  houses  it  is 
possible  to  bring  the  rooms  up  to  standard  by  excavation  of  the  ground, 
paving  and  draining  the  open  areas,  and  enlarging  the  windows.  Inside  the 
rooms  damp  proof  courses  etc. ,  and  possibly  the  laying  of  drains  will  help  to 
dry  such  rooms,  but  it  will  be  seen  that  the  task  of  making  them  fit  .for 
human  habitation  is  extensive  and  expensive. 

A  total  of  92  occupied  underground  roans  are  on  the  register,  but 
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it  is  known  that  there  are  many  more  which  are  subject  to  the  Regulations. 

As  soon  as  the  pressure  of  other  duties  is  eased,,  the  necessary  action  will 
be  taken  to  bring  the  whole  of  the  premises  under  supervision. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 


The  two  common  lodging  houses  were  subject  to  regular  visits  of  in¬ 
spection  under  the  statutory  and  byelaws  provisions  relating  to  sanitary 
acccmmodat ion 9  wa.sh.ing  facilities.,  cleanliness,  overcrowding  and  prevention 
of  the  spread  of  infectious  disease. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  owner  of  one  of  the  establishments 
terminated  the  tenancy  of  the  building  which  was  very  old  and  did  not  permit 
of  proper  maintenance  or  compliance  with  the  byelaws.  The  building  had 
accommodation  for  21  males  and  5  females,  many  of  which  had  lived  there  for 
long  periods. 


The  remaining  common  lodging  house  provides  accommodation  for  25 

men  lodgers. 

Youth  Hostel  (City  Mill). 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  work  commenced  on  the  improvement  of 
the  Warden 5 s  quarters,  members  sleeping  accommodation  and  sanitary  facilities. 
Approximately  10,000  meals  were  provided  for  the  8,000  members  who  stayed  at 
the  hostel.  These  figures,  which  were  considerably  less  than  the  previous 
year,  are  due  no  doubt  to  the  temporary  decrease  in  available  accommodation. 


There  was  no  case  of  overcrowding,  food  poisoning  or  infectious 

disease  during  the  year. 

Housing  Act.  1956,  (Bart  IV) ,  Over  crowding. 

As  a  result  of  complaints  received  relative  to  overcrowding,  123 
houses  were  inspected  with  the  following  results; - 


Number  of  houses  overcrowded. ............ 

Number  of  houses  with  sub-tenants 

living  under  overcrowded  conditions. . . 
Number  of  houses  not  overcrowded. ........ 

Number  of  houses  with  occupants  living 
in  underground  rooms. ................. 


o  9 


.  6 


...  A 
. .  21 

..92 


Housing  Progress. 

Number  of  New  Houses  built  during  1954;  - 


(i)  By  Local  Authority 


a.„  Permanent  Houses 


oococ>o<4i£t/coo»ecoooo«oo0 


81 


Prefabricated  Houses, . 


(ii)  By  Private  Enterprise..,, 


oooooooooooooooo 


.32 


(iii)  Total  number  of  houses  and  flats  owned 
by  the  Local  Authority  at  31st 
December *  IS 34. o«o.ooo.©»q..«o*«#».©.oo 2403 
(excluding  temporary  housing  accommodation 
owned  by  the  Local  Authority). 

Can  plaints. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  housing  totalled  280*  only  11  less  than  the  preceding  year.  This  figure 
would  have  been  considerably  higher  but  for  the  oonstant  super-vision  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  which  resulted  in  many  houses  being  maintained  in  a  habit¬ 
able  condition  which  would  otherwise  have  deteriorated  rapidly.  The  response 
of  the  owners  continues  to  be  fairly  good.  Informal  Notices  usually  being 
complied  with,  rendering  Statutory  action  unnecessary. 


Summary  of  complaints  received  and  improvement  effected 
houses  being  the  year:- 
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Defective  and  leaking  roofs  repaired 
Roof  Valley  gutters  repaired. ....... 

Rainwater  gutters  repaired  or  renewed 
Choked  gutters  remedied. . 

Chimney  pots  repaired  or  renewed 
Chimney  stacks  re-pointed. 

Chimney  breasts  repaired. 

Chimney  flues  repaired. . 

Curtilage  walls  repaired 
General  structural  repairs. 

Yard  surfaces  repaired. . 

External  steps  repaired. 

External  plaster  repaired. . . . 

Covers  provided  to  cellar  areas. . 
External  Soffit  boards  repaired. . 
Leaking  skylights  repaired  ...... 

Staircases  repaired. . . . 

Windows  made  to  open. . 

Glazing  renewed 
Window  putty  repaired. ..... 

Window  parting  bead  renewed 
Glazing  bars  provided. ..... 
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Woodwork  to  windows  repaired. . 

Sashcords  renewed.  ooooocou.coooo«oo.«o..ooo.o.oooo 
Floors  repaired. „  „ . . 

Dry  rot  in  floors  ranedi.ed 
Wall  plaster  and  ceilings  repaired 
Walls  cleansed. . . 

Ceilings  cleansed. . . . 

Walls  re-pointed  and  repaired 
Doors  .repaired. . . . 

Door  locks  .repaired 

Door  handles  repaired . . 

Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed. ..... 

Ranges  repaired  or  renewed . . 

Firebacks  repaired  or  renewed. . . 

Firebaskets  provided. ..... 

Coppers  repaired. . . . . 

Plastering  to  fireplaces  repaired. . 

Water  service  pipes  repaired. ...... 

Premises  cleansed. ................. 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed. 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired 
Choked  sink  W.Ps.  remedied 

traps  renewed. .......... 
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Drainage  z  -- 

Vent  shafts  repaired.. 

Soil  pipes  repaired 
Drains  repaired 
Blockages  remedied 

Half  channel  to  sink  galley  repaired. . 
Defective  soakaways  repaired.. 

Wastepipes  made  to  discharge  over  gulley 
Surface  gullies  required. . . . 
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Sanitary  Conveniences ;  - 

Pans  repaired  ar  renewed. 

Cisterns  repaired.. 

Cisterns  renewed. . . 

Provision  of  sufficient  water  supply. . 
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W.  Co  waste  pipe  repaired* . . . .  .  „ 

Water  connection  to  W. C„  repaired. 

Water  service  pipe  repaired. , 

Wo  C.  traps  repaired 
Collar  to  drain  connection  repaired. 
Windows  repaired.* 

Roofs  repaired. 

Walls  repaired. 

General  structural  re  pairs .... 

Floors  repaired 
Doors  repaired. 

Doors  rehungo . 

Door  frames  repaired 
Thresholds  repaired. . . 

General  woodwork  repaired. , 

Inadequate  accommodation  remedied . . . 

Compartments  required  to  be  partitioned  off 

in  accordance  with  byelaws. . . . . 

Ashbins  provided. . . . . . 
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PREVENTION  OF  AIR  POLLUTION 


Snake  from  Commercial  and  Business  Premises. 

Snoke  from  chimneys  is  an  indication  of  inefficient  combustion 
of  fuel  and,  therefore,  a  waste  of  valuable  raw  material.  At  the  present 
time,  with  new  legislation  in  the  offing,  the  abatement  of  smoke  for  health 
reasons  has  assumed  a  further  degree  of  importance,  and  judging  by  the  in¬ 
crease  in  the  number  cf  complaints,  it  is  evident  that  the  public  of 
Winchester  are  becoming  more  "clean  air"  conscious. 

The  main  causes  of  non-domestic  smoke  emission  were  again  found  to 
be  unskilled  or  careless  firing  methods. 

The  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  connection  with  smoke  abate¬ 
ment  during  1955  was  as  follows: - 


Total  number  cf  observations. . . . . . . . . 10 

Number  of  visits  to  works. . . . . . . . .  16 

Number  of  complaints  of  smoke  dealt  with . 12 

Number  of  improvements  to  plant . ..2 


On  each  occasion  when  an  Inspector  observed  a  chimney  emitting 
smoke  in  such  quantities  as  to  be  a  nuisance,  abatement  was  usually  secured 
by  means  of  informal  notice  or  personal  contact  with  the  owners  of  the 
offending  chimney. 

With  a  view  to  incareasing  the  efficiency  of  its  plant  and  in  older  to 
reduce  atmospheric  pollution,  the  proprietors  of  one  firm  indicated  their  in- 
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tent  ion  to  replace  an  old  and  inadequate  vertical  toiler  with  a  modem  auto¬ 
matically  controlled  oil  fired  boiler.  In  addition  to  effecting  snoke  re¬ 
duction,  the  financial  saving  may  prove  considerable. 

In  another  case  a  communal  complaint  resulted  in  the  Inspector 
finding  dense  volumes  of  white  smoke  with  particles  of  burning  wood  being 
emitted  from  a  low  chimney  of  a  small  factory;  the  cause  of  the  nuisance  was 
found  to  be  due  to  the  use  of  sawdust  as  a  fuel  which  is  a  regular  by-product 
of  the  firm.  It  was  found  that  the  sawdust  which  was  being  burned  at  a  high 
rate  of  combustion,  was  carried  tythe  increased  draught  into  the  main  flue, 
which  became  partly  obstructed  by  the  accumulation  of  smouldering  sawdust, 
and  thus  caused  an  increased  velocity  of  the  flue  gases.  In  this  case, 
additional  height  was  given  to  the  stack  and  a  new  boiler  which  was  more 
suited  to  the  trade  was  provided. 

Dane stic  Snoke. 

The  Police  are  responsible  for  this  type  of  nuisance  which  usually 
arises  from  the  neglectful  firing  of  dirty  danestic  chimney  flues.  The 
number  of  such  offences  for  the  year  was  five. 

In  summary,  all  complaints  of  smoke  nuisance  were  investigated  at 
once |  routine  observation  was  kept  on  chimneys  throughout  the  City  and 
offenders  were  dealt  with  by  inspection  and  advice. 

Noise  Nuisance. 


By  the  increasing  number  of  complaints  which  emanated  from  trade 
and  danestic  premises,  it  would  appear  that  there  is  an  expanding  encroach¬ 
ment  by  noise  into  both  spheres.  It  was  noted,  however,  that  a  number  of 
complaints  were  due  to  a  sense  of  injustice  arising  from  the  belief  that  noise 
was  being  made  deliberately  and  without  regard  for  the  susceptibilities  of 
persons  living  near  the  trade  premises  involved.  In  one  instance,  the  com¬ 
plainant  requested  the  absolute  cessation  of  industrial  noise  in  the  vicinity 
of  his  home,  a  desirable  state  of  affairs  which  is  only  possible  in  a  completely 
rebuilt  City. 

Every  complaint  was  carefully  investigated  and  this  involved  night 
visits  by  the  Inspectors  in  order  to  determine  the  intensity  of  the  noise, 
and  whether  or  not  the  best  practicable  means  were  being  taken  to  prevent  or 
mitigate  the  nuisance.  In  one  case,  both  the  complainant  and  owner  of  the 
offending  factory  agreed  to  accept  the  readings  from  an.  Audiograph  as  to  the 
presence  of  a  noise  nuisance  or  otherwise. 

The  noise  about  which  complaints  were  received  included  panel 
beating  operations,  various  types  of  machinery,  amplified  music,  and  the 
loading  and  unloading  operation  at  trade  premises. 
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Land  Charges  Register. 


In  connection  with  the  sale  of  properties  in  the  City  area  and  with 
a  view  to  ascertaining  if  there  we  re  any  outstanding  notices,  a  total  of  246 
searches  were  made  by  the  department. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  is  only  one  establishment  in  the  City  at  which  an  "offensive 
trade"  within  the  meaning  of  the  term  under  the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  is 
carried  on„  In  addition  to  being  scrap  iron  merchants,  this  business  is 
concerned,  with  the  collection  of  putrescible  animal  matter  and  close  super¬ 
vision  was  exercised,  particularly  in  the  warmer  weather,  to  obviate  de¬ 
velopment  of  conditions  which  could  give  rise  to  nuisance  from  offensive 
smells  or  breeding  of  flies. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

During  the  year  Licences  were  granted  to  three  applicants  to  stand 
trailer  caravans  on  land  within  the  City  area  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
twelve  months. 

Pag  Flock  and  Other  Pilling  Materials  Act,  1931. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1-911  and  1928. 

No.  of  premises  in  district  in  which  filling 


materials  are  manufactured,  used  or  sold . . . 6 

No.  of  inspections, . . . . . . 12 

Rou  t ine  Inspe c  1 1 on s . 


Total  number  of  Dwelling  houses.  Slaughterhouses,  Dairies,  Factories 
and  premises  under  the  Shops  Act,  etc.,  inspected.  2935. 


Infectious  Disease  Investigations. 

Scarlet  Fever  . . .  6 

Poliomyelitis  . . . . .  .  3  (contacts) 

Paratyphoid  .  1  (contact) 

Disinfections  carried  out  as  detailed  below: - 
After  Infectious  Disease  - 


Roans  and  Bedding  . . .  5 

At  Ratepayer's  request  - 

Rooms  (only)  . 2 

Bedding  (only) . . .  6 


At  Housing  Manager’s  request 


O  •  O  4  4  O 


4  houses. 


Food  Poisoning. 

Only  one  outbreak  was  notified  officially  and  that  occurred  at  a 
Boys'  School  when  two  pupils  suffering  from  food  poisoning  were  removed  to 
Hospital.  It  was  ascertained  that  fifteen  other  persons  were  ill,  but  probably 
others  went  undetected.  The  known  patients  had  one  canmon  dish  at  the  meal, 
meat  flan,  gravy,  prunes  and  custard. 

The  same  type  of  Salmonella  Typhi-Murium  was  found  in  the  faeces  of 
those  ill  and  three  of  the  persons  responsible  for  the  preparation  of  the  food 
served.  Specimens  of  the  suspected  food  from  the  kitchen  were  bacteriologi- 
cally  examined  with  negative  results. 

There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  cause  of  the  outbreak  of  illness 
was  related  to  food  which  had  been  served  from  the  Kitchen  where  three  members 
of  the  cooking  staff  were  proved  to  be  symptomless  carriers. 


Y/ater  Supply. 

The  City's  water  supply  pumped  from  boreholes  and  wells  in  the  chalk 
and  distributed  through  iron  mains  on  the  constant  system,  is  supplied  to  all 
the  houses  in  the  distrct. 

Regular  examinations,  both  bacteriological  and  chemical,  are  made 
of  the  town' s  water,  samples  being  obtained  to  check  its  puriiyat  dwelling- 
houses,  institutions  and  business  premises  etc. ,  as  routine  procedure  and 
upon  complaint.  The  water  has  no  plumbo  solvent  action  and  is  chlorinated 
before  being  pumped  through  the  mains. 

The  results  are  consistently  good,  indicating  the  maintenance  of  a 
high  standard  of  purity. 

No  action  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination  was  necessary 
during  the  year. 

Remarks  -  The  water  is  chemically  and  bacteriologically  satisfactory 

for  a  public  supply. 

A  typical  example  of  the  report  is  given  below: - 

PHYSICAL  EXAMINATION 

Temperature  at  source  deg.C.  Taste:  Normal 

Colour  (Hazen  Units):  Nil.  Snell.  Normal. 

Appearance:  Clear  &  Bright.  Turbidity:  Nil. 

Microscopical  Appearance:  Deposit  of  organic  debris.  Very  slight. 

No  moving  organisms. 
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GENERAL  CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION 


Reaction  pH:  7.2  ... 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide,  as  C02 
Ammoniacal  Nitrogen,  as  N: 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen,  as  N: 
Nitrous  Nitrogen,  as  N:  ... 
Nitric  Nitrogen,  as  N; 
Hardness  as  CaC03  (Wanklyn*  s) 
Temporary  Hardness 
Permanent  -  do  -  ... 

Permanganate  Figure,  as  0 
(4  hours,  80  deg.F.  ) 
Alkalinity,  as  CaC03 
Total  Solids:  ... 


. ..  Free  Chlorine:  Nil. 

. . .  19  parts  per  million. 

...  0.038  parts  per  million 

...  0.002  "  "  " 

. ..  Nil 

...  6.0  "  " 


. . .  Nil 
..  144 

. . .  91 


11  it 

n  tt 


n 

ji 


...  0.079  " 

...  210 

391.2  "  "  " 


MINERAL  ANALYSIS 
in  parts  per  million. 


Calcium,  as  Ca: 

...  119 

Nitrate,  as 

NO3: 

...  26.6 

Magnesium,  as  Mg: 

3.2 

Iron: 

•  ©  • 

. . .  Absent 

Sodium,  as  Na: 

. . .  Nil 

Lead: 

0  •  • 

. . .  Absent 

Carbonate,  as  CO3: 

. .  .  126 

Zinc: 

9  •  9 

. . .  Absent 

Chloride,  as  Cl: 

8 

Copper: 

9  •  • 

. . .  Absent 

Sulphate,  as  SO4: 

. . .  11. 9 

Phosphate: 

0  9  9 

. . .  Absent 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 

Plate  Count.  Yeastrel  agar  2  days  37°C.  aerobically:  per  ml. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MacConkey  2  days,  37  C.  NIL.  per 

100  ml. 

'*  "  faecal  coli  ...  ...  ...  ...  NIL.  per 

100  ml. 


Remarks  -  The  water  is  chemically  and  bacteriologically  satisfactory  far  a 
public  supply. 

EXTRACTS-  FROM  REPORTS  ON 
BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  TAP  WATER 


Date 

Aerobic  micro- 

Probable  No. 

Locality  where 

Remarks 

organisms  growing 
in  yeastral  agar. 

In  2  days  at  37°C. 

of  colifom 
organisms  per 
100  c.c.  of 
water 

taken 

29.1.99. 

NIL 

NIL 

High  Street 

28.2.9 9. 

NIL 

NIL 

Southgate  Street 
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Date 

Aerobic  micro¬ 
organisms  growing 
in  yeastral  agar. 

Probable  No. 
of  coliform 
organisms  per 

Locality  where 
taken 

Remarks 

In  2  days  at  37  C. 

100  c.c.  of 
water. 

25.7.33 
(Ex. roof 
storeage 
tank) 

ML 

3  per  100  ml. 

Eastgate  Street 

Advice  given; 
further  sam¬ 
ples  taken. 

25.7.55. 

ML 

NIL 

Eastgate  Street 

17.8.55. 
(Ex.  roof 
storeage 
tank) 

NIL 

NIL 

Eastgate  Street 

17.8.55. 

NIL 

NIL 

Boundary  Street 

7.9.55. 

ML 

NIL 

Bereweeke  Avenue 

17.9.55. 
(Ex, roof 
storeage 
tank) 

NIL 

NIL 

Eastgate  Street 

15.10.55. 

NIL 

NIL 

Crips tead  Lane 

19. 10.55. 

ML 

NIL 

St.  Cross 

19.10.55. 

NIL 

NIL 

St.  Cross 

3.H.55. 

NIL 

NIL 

Stanmore 

30.11,55. 

ML 

NIL 

Bar  End 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


•During  tne  year  100  samples  of  food  were  purchased  and  submitted 
for  examination,  of  these  21+  were  formal  samples  and  were  informal,  full  de¬ 
tails  being  set  out  in  the  following  table: - 
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Article 

No. 

Examined 

No.  adulterated  or 
otherwise  giving 
rise  to  irregularity 

No. 

of 

Vendors 

Warned 

Infor¬ 

mation 

Laid. 

F. 

Inf. 

Total 

F. 

Info 

Total 

Soya  Flour 

1 

1 

Cereals 

4 

4 

Meringue  Powder 

1 

1 

Sugared  Coconut 

1 

1 

Juice  of  Real  Lemons 

1 

1 

Salmon  Spread 

1 

1 

Sulphur 

1 

1 

Synthetic  Cream 

Powder 

1 

1 

Essence  of  Rennet 

1 

1 

Blanc  Mange  Powde 

r 

1 

1 

Sugar  Strands 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Vendor 

"Bisto" 

1 

1 

Thyme  &  Parsley 

Stuffing 

1 

1 

Soups 

7 

7 

1 

1 

Producer 

Custard.  Powder 

4 

4 

Table  Jellies 

4 

4 

Flour 

3 

3 

Fish  Cakes 

2 

2 

Tinned  Vegetables 

5 

5 

Aspirin  Tablets 

3 

3 

Soft  Drinks 

4 

4 

Jam 

3 

3 

Mint  Sauce 

3 

3 

Tinned  Fish 

3 

3 

Camphorated  Oil 

3 

3 

1 

1 

Further 

samples 

to  be 

submitted 

Tinned  Milk 

3 

3 

White  Pepper 

2 

2 

£eat  Paste 

3 

3 

Milk 

10 

- 

10 

3read  &  Butter 

8 

- 

8 

Ice  Cream 

6 

— 

6 

Suet 

3 

3 

Coffee  &  Chicory 

Essence 

3 

3 

Blackcurrant  Sweel 

;s 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Producer 

Victoria  Bun 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Producer 

24 

76 

100 

5 

5 
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Of  the  100  samples  of  food  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis  5  were 
reported  as  falling  short  of  the  required  standard  composition,  as  being 
adulterated  or  giving  rise  to  other  irregularities. 

Details  of  these  irregular  samples  are  set  out  in  the  follow!, ng 

table*  - 


Serial 

No. 

Article 

Poimal 
(p)  or 
Informal 

(i) 

Nature  of 
adulteration 

or 

irregularity 

Remarks 

(ii) 

10.2.55. 

Sugar  Strands 

I 

Rdncid 

Remaining  stocks 
withdrawn  from 
sale. 

(49) 

17.8.55. 

Camphorated  0i] 

I 

1.9%  Excess 
Camphor 

Further  samples 
to  be  submitted. 

(55) 

17.8.55. 

Victoria  Bun 

I 

Contaminated  by 
Foreign  Matter 

Producer  warned. 

(92) 

9.11.55. 

B lackcurrant 
sweets 

I 

Labelling  Offence 

Producer  Warned. 

(95) 

9.11.55. 

Meat  Soup 

I 

Labelling  Offence 

Producer  Warned. 

Sugar  Strands.  The  sample  was  unfit  for  food  by  reason  of  being  rancid.  There 
was  also  no  list  of  contents  as  is  required  in  a  prepacked  article  such  as  this. 

Camphorated  Oil.  Hie  sample  contained  1 ,9^  in  excess  Camphor. 

Victoria  Bun.  The  sample  was  badly  contaminated  by  black  specks  in  two  of  the 
segments  and  specks  were  noticeable  on  four  others.  The  specks  had  the 
general  appearance  and  chemical  re-action  of  cigarette  ash.  They  would  appear 
to  have  been  present  before  the  application  of  the  surface  sugar. 


Blackcurrant  Swee t s .  This  sample  should  be  labelled  Blackcurrant  sweet3  in 
which  case,  being  sugar  confectionery,  it  is  not  covered  by  the  Labelling  of 
Pood  Order.  The  manufacturers  however  have  labelled  it  'blackcurrant"'  only 


which  in  the  opinion  of  the  Public  Analyst  brings  it  under  the  labelling  of 
Pood  Order  and  there  should  have  been  a  list  of  ingredients,, 

Meat  Soup,  In.  the  opinion  of  the  Public  Analyst  a  labelling  offence  has  been 
committed  in  describing  this  as  a  Meat  Soup  since  the  meat  fBeef  ’  is  sixth  in 
the  list  of  ingredients  being  preceded  by  Potatoes,  Onions,  Carrots,  Tomatoes 
and  Pi our,  A  more  accurate  description  would  be  "Vegetable  Soup". 


Unsound  Pood  1955 


Fruit 

307  tins 

Savouries 

48 

Soup 

37  tins 

Beef  Steak  Pudding 

1 

tin 

Milk 

91  tins 

Cakes 

12 

Jam 

3  tins 

Cereals 

2  pkts. 

Marmalade 

3  tins 

Rice  , , « 

ll-o-  lbs. 

Vegetables 

81  tins 

Shelled  Walnuts . , . 

il 

U4. 

lbs. 

Meat  -  Tinned., . . 

156  tins 

Sweets 

84 

lbs. 

Imported 

1186  lbs. 

Fruit  Pies 

9 

Bacon 

5  lbs. 

Puff  Pastry 

3 

pkts. 

Rabbits 

22  lbs. 

Frozen  Egg 

1 

tin 

Pish  -  Wet 

57i  stone 

9O2  lbs. 

Dried  Egg 

2 

tins 

Shell  , . . 

Cordials 

2 

bottles 

Tinned, . . 

41  tins 

Horlioks 

1 

jar 

Cheese 

77  lbs. 

Cocoa 

1 

tin 

Crab  Paste 

55  tins 

Mustard 

1 

tin 

Bath  Chap 

1 

Biscuits 

6 

pkts. 

Meat  Pie 

1 

Stuffed  Olives  , . . 

1 

jar. 

Pood 


Inspection  and  Registration  of  Pood  Premises  etc. 

The  inspe'ctioh  of  food  premises  was  fully  maintained  in  1935  ■>  when 
no  less  than  974  inspections  were  made. 


Bacteriological  sampling  of  milk  etc,  29 
Bakehouses  10 
Butchers ’  Shops  36 
Canteens,  kitchens  and  cafes  42 
Confectioners  6 
Dairies  11 
Examination  of  food  stuffs  13 
Pood  byelaws  1 6 
Pood  &  Drag  sampling  45 
Pood  poisoning  investigations  17 
Pood  preparing  premises  21 
Pood  vehicles  6 
Pried  fish  shops  8 
Fruiterers  and  greengrocers  11 
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Grocery  and  provisions 
Ice  cream  manufacturers 
Ice  cream  vendors  . « » 
Licensed  premises 
Other  food  premises  .  « . 
Slaughterhouses 
Water  sampling 


o  o  o 

0  9  0 

o  o  o 

o  o  o 

o  o  © 

0*0 

o  «.  o 


0  0  o 

e  ©  © 

0  ©  © 

o  o  o 

o  o  o 

0  9  9 

©  ©  o 


80 

4 

23 

14 

29 

540 

13 

974 


The  number  of  contraventions  dealt  with  during  the  year  totalled  94:- 


(a)  Accumulations  .removed  » . .  0  „ «  o  „ « 

Cracked  and  chipped  crockery  replaced  0 .  <> 
Constant  hot  water  provided  .  0  0  „  <,  . 

Dirty  food  vehicle  cleansed  . ,  0  e » . 

Faulty  handling  or  wrapping  improved  .  0  0 
Inadequate  handling  of  foodstuffs  improved 
Provision  of  refuse  bins  . . »  .  „  „ 

Personal  hygiene  improved  ...  „  .  „ 

Provision  of  food  receptacles  „  „  .  0 .  . 

Repairs  effected  .  „ «,  c . »  • » » 

Rocms  or  Equipment  cleansed  0  „  „  „  0 . 

Washing  facilities  provided  0 . 0  . 0  0 

Sanitary  accommodation  improved 
Ventilation  improved  „ . .  0 . 0  „  „ . 


8 

6 

4 
2 
8 
3 

15 

1 

18 

9 

3 

5 
8 

4 


(b)  Licensed  premises:- 

Ventilation  improved  (extractor  fans)  0®o  2 

Sanitary  accommodation  -  structural  improvements  3 
*'  ”  reconstructed.  . .  1 


PREPARATION,  SALE  &  STORAGE  OF  FOOD 

The  achievement  of  a  safe  food  supply  depends  ultimately  on 
several  factors ,  not  least  of  these  being  the  measure  of  co-operation  be¬ 
tween  food  traders ,  individual  food  handlers  and.  officers  of  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority. 


Further,  an  enlightened  and  vigilant  management  is  essential  to  the 
maintenance  of  hygienic  practice  in  the  s  torage g  preparation  and.  handling  of 
food,  whereby  simple  but  fundamental,  principles  are  recognised  and  applied  as  a 
matter  of  routine  and  not  merely  as  a  compliance  with  statutory  requirements. 


In  order  to  obviate  as  far  as  possible  infringements  of  the  law  re* 
la. ting  to  the  contamination  of  food,  the  Inspectors,  in  their  routine  visits 
to  premises  take  every  opportunity  to  impress  on  personnel  the  importance 


of  preventive  hygienic  methods*  In  the  case  of  infringements  of  a  minor 
character,  it  as  customary  to  issue  cautions,,  and  this  action  has  proved  succes 
ful  in  securing  remedial  measures  in  a  n-mber  of  oases* 


Restaurants  etc* 

The  inspection  of  catering  premises  received  attention  as  an  im¬ 
portant  branch  of  me  Inspectors®  duties,,  a  total  of  42  inspections  being  re¬ 
corded* 


Routine  visits  revealed  that  certain  restaurants  and  cafes  nave  im¬ 
proved  the  dining  and  service  arrangements,  but  had.  effected  economies  in  the 
kitchens*  Very  often  it  was  found  that  the  provisions  for  cleansing  and 
sterilisation  of  equipment,  crockery  and  cutlery  were  inadequate,  and  that  no 
facilities  existed  for  personal  ablutions* 

It  was  also  found  that  some  proprietors  rely  more  on  the  labour 
saving  properties  of  detergent  substances  than  the  prevision  of  adequate 
supplies  of  hot  water  for  cleansing  and  rinsing  crockery  and  utensils* 


o 


Although  the  condition  of  food  .shops  continues  to  improve,  many  of 
the  small  shops  on  the  "corner”  fall  below  the  general  standard..,  This  is  due 
mostly  to  structural  deficiencies  and  the  limited  space,  available  in  these  old 
premises;  the  lower  standards  may  in  part  be  due  to  the  less  discriminating 
type  of  oust  oners,  who  expect  to  be  supplied  with  various  day  to  day  necessitie 
in  one  small,  but  conveniently  situated  shop* 

Food  hygiene  is  obvious  when  practiced  in  retail  premises*  It  is 
not  to  be  wondered  that  the  public  are  responding  to  attractive  salesmanship 
induced  by  care  in  this  respect* 


Registration  of  Food  Premises  -  Section  14*  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938* 

During  the  year  2  "'Certificates  of  Registration"  were  granted  by 
the  Council  for  the  Sale  of  Ice  Cream.*  The  total  number  of  premises  now  re¬ 
gistered  under  this  Act  is  132  (Sale  of  lee  Cream  .107  “  Manufacture  of  Pre¬ 
served  Foods  25)* 

Shops  Act* 

Forty  five  shops  in  the  City  area  were  inspected  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  the  hearing,  lighting  and  ventilation  of  the  premises,  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  adequate  and  convenient  sanitary  accommodation,  facilities  for  taking 
meals  by  the  shop  assistants  and  general  cleanliness* 


Several,  defects  and  contraventions  were  discovered  and  referred  to 
the  persons  responsible*  These  matters  received  prompt  attention  and  were 


dealt  with  informally,, 

In  order  that  newly  constructed  shop  premises  shall  conform  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Shops  Act  as  to  the  provision  of  sanitary  accommodation, 
washing  facilities.  etc0  the  City  Engineer  forwards  plans  of  proposed  shops  to  the 
Health  Department  for  observations  before  the  plans  are  approved* 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS  IN  SCHOOLS 

Owing  to  the  pressure  of  other  urgent  duties,  it  has  not  been  possible 
during  the  year  to  carry  out  inspections  of  all  the  27  schools  in  the  areac  The 
requests  for  assistance  or  advice  which  gave  rise  to  special  action  or  investi¬ 
gation,  were  as  follows g- 


School  "A"0 


Notification  of  fainting  and  illness  amongst  the  girl  scholars*  A 
full  Investigation  was  carried  out  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  -  faecal  specimens 
submitted  for  bacteriological  report,  atmosphere  in  class  rooms  tested  for  ex¬ 
cess  carbon-dioxide  and  presence  of  carb  on-monoxide  %  "lay-dust**  powder  ex¬ 
amined  for  harmful  constituents,  e*g*  Phosphorus,  Trinitrotoluene,  etc* 
Drainage  system  examined.  Laboratory  specimens  proved  negative,  drainage  sys¬ 
tem  defective,  one  classroom  was  found  to  be  poorly  ventilated  and  appeared  to 
be  regularly  overcrowded,, 


The  Sanitary  Inspectors  recommendations  were  the  subject  of  a  special 

report* 

Schools  "B"  "C"  and  "D"* 

"  ■  —*nc—3i  u  ■■  njii  C.IIIH3— Ji.<oim»  »gi—r»  no  iit»i  a. 

Kitchens  and  domestic  offices  "surface"  sprayed  against  flies  and 
other  winged  insects* 

School  "E"* 


Drainage  system  tested  and  advice  given  in  connection  with  alterations 

thereto* 

School  "F". 


Certain  recommendations  made  regarding  improved  hygiene,  following 
epidemiological  enquiry  resulting  from  minor  outbreak  of  Sonne  Dysentery* 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 
OF  SWIMMING  BATH  WATER 

24  Samples  of  Swimming  Bath  water  were  submitted  fear  bacteriologi¬ 
cal  examination  and  extracts  from  the  reports  are  given  below;  - 
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I 

a? 

^■p  _ 

n~ - ! — - — 

Probable  No,  of 
oolifoxm  bacilli 
Ma^Oonkey  -  2  days 

37  C  per  100  ml. 

Probable  No0  of 
Faecal  eoli  per 
100  ml. 

Bath  from 
which  sample 
was  taken* 

- « — — 

Remarks 

8  1 

31.5.55 

NIL 

NIL 

Public  School 

31.5.55 

NIL 

NIL 

County  School 

9.6.55 

NIL 

NIL 

County  School 

9*6.55 

NIL 

NIL 

Public  Bath 

9 .6.55 

NIL 

NIL 

Special  School 

P-7*  6 ,55 

NIL 

NIL 

Public  School 

17.6.55 

NIL 

NIL 

Special  School 

[17.6.55 

NIL 

NIL 

Private  School 

17.6.55 

180+ 

180+ 

Public  Bath 

(River  enclosure) 

17.6.55 

NIL 

NIL 

Private  School 

3. 7. 55 

35 

8 

County  School 

Advice 

given 

8.7.55 

3 

3 

Public  Bath 

tt 

8.7.55 

NIL 

NIL 

Special  School 

|  8.7.55 

1 

1 

Public  School 

n 

1  8.7.55 

180+ 

130+ 

Children ' s  Home 

(Paddling  Pool) 

ft 

B.8.7.55 

NIL 

NIL 

Private  School 

18.7.55 

NIL 

NIL 

Public  Bath 

18. 7.55 

NIL 

NIL 

County  School 

18.7.55 

35 

8 

Private-  School 

ti 

23.8.55 

5 

5 

Public  Bath 

tt 

23.8.55 

180+ 

180+ 

Public  Bath 

(River  enclosure) 

30.8.55 

3 

3 

Public  Bath 

so 

lo9.55 

180+ 

180+ 

Children * s 

Puddling  Pool 

(River  enclosure) 

7.9.55 

NIL 

NIL 

Public  Bath 

MEAT  INSPECTION 


As  du.ri.tig  previous  years ,  lOOfo  inspection  of  ammals  notified  for 
slaughter  has  beer  maintained  often  at,  considerable  inconvenience  to  the  meat 
Inspectors  whose  services  have  "been  regularly  required  in  the  evenings,  at  week¬ 
ends  and  on  Pud. lie  Holidays.,  A  total  of  54-0  visits  were  made* 

After  decontrol  of  meat  the  number  of  pigs  slaughtered  rose  to  the 
region  of  1,000  per  month  and  has  .remained  consistently  at  that  figure  during 
the  year..  Pew  sheep  were  marketed  during  the  early  part  of  19.55  hut  over  the 
latter  months  the  figures  have  risen,  and  indeed,  may  be  considerably  increased, 
if  the  flocks  now  seen  cropping  the  downs,  are  any  indication  of  future  pro¬ 
duction* 

New  Abattoir  .,  Winnallo 

In  June  1955  construction  of  the  new  abattoir  at  Winnall  was  started 
and  has  progressed  steadily.,  Completion  is  expected  in  May  1955 0 

The  question  of  control  and  administration  of  this  undertaking  has 
been  under  discussion  and  rhe  possibility  of  placing  it  under  the  Wessex  Meat 
Board  instead  of  a  private  contractor  is  being  considered*  The  Wessex  Meat 
Board  is  the  controlling  body  of  the  Ex  Ministry  of  Pood  Abattoir  at  Funtley, 
Pareham,  and  is  a  representative  hoard,  of  the  District  Councils  in  the  area* 

To  place  the  Winchester  Public  Abattoir  'under  its  control  would  be  in  full 
co-operation  and  accord  with  the  ree oirniendations  of  the  Report  of  the  Inter- 
Departmental  Committee  on  slaughterhouses  published  in  July  1955  o  See  the 
Report,  Appendix  VI,  reference  number  72,  page  6l  which  states,  inter  alia,, 
concerning  the  siting  of  slaughterhouses  in  this  region*  f,3h  the  neighbouring 
areas  the  proposed  slaughter  points  ace  well  away  from  the  boundaries  of  this 
area  (Pareham)*  Additional  slaughterhouses  might  therefore  be  required  at 
Winchester  for  the  northern  .part*  *  *  *  *  *  of  the  area”. 

Additional  items  of  equipment,  improved  artificial  lighting  and. 
seme  constructional  alterations  have  now  been  provided  for,  so  as  to  comply 
with  the  suggested  requirements  far  new  slaugtherhouses  made  in  the  Report* 

The  absence  of  ary  provision  of  steam  on  the  premises  is,  however,  considered, 
an  emission  of  importance,  as  without  steam,  internal  surfaces  and  larger  pieces 
of  equipment  and  fixtures  cannot  be  satisfactorily  sterilised,  and  sterilization 
of  smaller  articles,  knives  etc*  is  made  more  difficult  and  expensive* 


Statistics* 

(a)  Total  Aroma  Is  Inspected* 


Beasts 

Calves 

Sheep 

Porcine 

1955s 

1994 

2253 

1761 

11,556 

1954: 

2537 

1792 

5859 

635 

1953: 

2.504 

1874 

6056 

715 

(t)  Estimated  Weight  of  Chrcases 

Sc  Offal  Inspected,, 

Tons 

Cwtg0 

Qtrs0 

Lbs, 

1955? 

1229 

3 

3 

20 

1954? 

1049* 

9 

1 

4 

1953? 

1061 

z 

J 

0 

24 

(c)  Estimated  Weight  of  Carcases 

Sc  Offal 

Condemned o 

Tons 

CwtSo 

Qtrso 

Lbs, 

1955? 

13 

8 

0 

12 

1954? 

19 

16 

0 

3 

-✓ 

1953? 

20 

5 

0 

24 

(d)  Estimated  Percentage  Weight 

Condemned 

o 

1 955?  1.09 % 

1 954?  1 .386% 

19,53?  1o879^ 


(e)  Tuberculosis. 


The  fallowing  table  compares  the  total  numbers  and  percentages  of 
the  various  classes  of  animals  slaughtered,  with  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis 
I'm  that  class? 


'! 
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Condemna t ions  for  Tub  ereulo sis 


Beasts 

Calves 

Porcine 

Whole  Carcases 

13 

2 

8 

&  Organs  Condemned 

Organs  or  farts  of 
Carcases  Condemned 

317 

1 

133 

Condc-mnat ions  for  Affections  other  than  Tuberculosis 


Whole  Carcases 
&  Organs  Condemned 

Beasts 

Calves 

Sleep 

Porcine 

5 

2 

6 

14 

Organs  or  Paris  of 
Carcases  Condemned 

403 

20 

30 

1388 

(f )  Fatstook  Guarantee  Scheme  (Pigs) 


This  has  continued  during  1955«  Details  of  certification  of  pigs 

are  appended,:- 


Number  of  Pigs 
Certified 


Dumber 
Rejected 


Total  Number  of 
Pigs  Submitted 


1768 


19 


1787 


Revenue  accruing  to  the  City  Council  at  6dc  per  pig  with  a  minimum 

payment  of  3/~V  " 

£69*  7So  Qd „ 

(g)  Tuberculosis  Order  193&  & 

mg  tm mm  -wi  ■  — *  -jm  —  in  11  <  fn  o— w  —  ■  cn  - 

Tuberculosis  (Slaughter  of  Reactors)  Order  193 Cb 

In  pursuance  of  the  senate  to  eradicate  tuberculous  cattle  in  this 
area,  and  under  which  instigations  were  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  &  Pood,  the  Veterinary  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  sent  the  following 
animals  for  slaughter  at  Winchester,  with  the  results  shown: - 

Post-Mortem  Findings 


Numbers 

Killed 

Generalised 

Tuberculosis 

Localised 

Tuberculosis 

Nil  Lesions 

Detec  ted 

Cows 

41 

3 

31 

3 

Heifers 

3 

— 

3 

Bullocks 

1 

1 

Bulls 

2 

— 

2 

Calves 

1 

44  “ 


(h)  Atrophic  Rhinitis  Order  1930° 

Two  pigs  were  examined  following  slaughter  under  this  Order ;  both 
were  negative  . 

This  disease  appears  to  be  restricted,  to  the  Landrace  breed  and 
the  Order  was  made  following  the  observation  of  the  infection  in  pigs  imported 
from  Scandinavia.  It  requires  the  notification  and  slaughter  of  suspected  or 
contact  cases.  The  characteristic  postmortem  change  is  the  atrophy  and 
gradual  disappearance  of  the  turbinate  bones  in  the  snout.  The  carcases  are 
not  normally  rendered  unfit  for  food  by  this  disease. 

Meat  Marking  o 

There  is  no  scheme  of  meat  marking  in  force  in  the  district  under 
Part  III  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat )  Regulations  1924. 


At  the  end  of  1955  there  were  four  Oowkeepers  on  the  register. 

The  number  of  dairies  and  milk  shops  other  than  those  belonging  to  Oowkeepers 
was  six. 


The  visits  of  inspection  made  were  19. 

Particular  attention  is  directed  to  the  general  cleanliness  of 
dairy  premises  and  on  the  whole,,  the  standard  has  been  maintained,  at  a  high 
level,,  In  no  instance  was  it  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings 
in  respect  of  centra  vent  ions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations. 

AVERAGE  DAILY  CONSUMPTION  OF  MILK 


Description 

Daily  Consumption 

Percentage  of 

in  Gallons 

Whole 

'  " 

Dairy  Bottled  T„T.  Milk; 

436 

11.6% 

Fann  Bottled  T.T.  Milk 

311 

8.3 % 

Channel  Island  T.T.  Milk 

160 

Pasteurised  Milk 

2603 

69o2% 

T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk 

250 

6.6% 

Total 

3760 

100 % 

45 


Average  daily  consumption  in  pints  per  day  per  head 
of  population"  -  1.1  pintsQ 

.Amount  of  milk  bottled  in  Winchester  in  gallons  per 

day."-  250  gallons  (Farm  Bottled  T.T„) 

SAMPLING-  OF  MILK  FOE.  GOOD  KEEPING  QUALITY  AM)  FOR 
EVIDENCE  OF  ADEQUATE  PASTERUISATION  OR  STERILISATION 


Samples  of  Malik  taken  for1  Methylene  Blue  and  B8Coli  Tests 


Non-Descript 
Raw  Mi  lk 

Tuberculin 
Tested.  Milk 

Pasteurised 

Milk 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

(Pasteurised) 

Total  NOo  taken 

=. 

«• 

29 

C3B 

[No,  Satisfactory 

0 

29 

•» 

No,  Unsatisfactory 

- 

- 

“ 

Percentage 

r  ****** . 

_ 

- 

— 

SAMPLES  OF  MM  TAKEN  PGR  PHOSPHATASE  TEST 


Pasteurised 

Milk 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised) 

Milk 

| 

Total  No,  taken 

29 

C— « 

No.  Satisfactory 

29 

cun 

No,  Unsatisfactory 

- 

Percentage  Unsatis¬ 
factory 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  &  CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  ICE  CREAM 


Bacteriological  Examination 


NOo  of  Samples 
Taken 

Me  thylene 

Blue  Decolour- 
isation  Test 

Bo 

Coii 

Ministry  of 
Health 
Provisional 
Grades 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Wi.L . : 

Absent 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Present 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

1 

2 

3 

4 

22 

22 

22 

21 

1 

— 

— 

5  Iced  Lollies 

* 

CJ 

3 

■u 

3 

- 

cu 

" 

Chemical  Examination 
Table  Showing  Fat  Content 


No,  of  samples 

Under 

5% 

1*5% 

Over 

Taken 

5o0 % 

1*5% 

lOoOfo 

10o0?O 

6 

tu 

ra 

S' 

D 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  AND  1943 


Par  t,  I  of  the  Ac  t 

1.  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors )» 


jj 

Ip^rticulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 

found 

- :  - - — - - - - - “1 

Number  of  cases 
in  which  prosecu¬ 
tions  were  in¬ 
stituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Ref  err 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

°ed 

By  HaMv 
Inspector 

pant  of  clean- 

illness  (Sol) 

22 

22 

p/ercrowdi  rig 

i  3.2  ) 

-- 

— — 

— 

— 

unreasonable 

<  emperature  (S»5) 

3 

3 

~~ 

-- 

| 
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Particulars 

...  ... 

f 

cr 

CO 

of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number  of  cases 
in  which  prosecu¬ 
tions  were  in¬ 
stituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H»M„  1  By  HeM, 

Inspector  Inspector 

1 

f 

J Inadequate 

[ventilation 

(S.4) 

{Ineffective 

6 

6 

ao»«a 

f  fn 

drainage  of 
{floors  ( So  6) 

{Sanitary  Con¬ 
veniences  is,  7.) 

2 

2 

c~n«r^ 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable 

•***• 

“ 

or  defective 
(o)  not  separate 

9 

9 

for  sexes 

Other  offences 
[against  the  Act 

3 

3 

tr.-j 

BSI=3 

j  (not  including 
offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  Outwork). 

3 

3 

caC3) 

. .  j 

TOTAL 

■  - — 1 - — ■ 

11 LUL"  1  11  1  1  ■( 

48 

r  , 

48 

BBW 

csicsa 

I 

... 

Outworker  So 


The  employment  of  outworkers  in  specified  classes  of  work  is  super¬ 
vised  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  operating  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  and  the  Factories  Act,  These  provisions  relate  to  the  employment 
of  persons  in  unwholesome  premises  and  to  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  in- 
factious  disease  'by  articles  made  by  outwork  era. 

The  lists  received  from  employers  in  the  City  revealed  that  12  firms 
employed  a.  total,  ctf  2b  outworkers,  and  that  three  of  the  outworkers  were  em¬ 
ployed  by  more  than  one  film. 


Othec 


Mat  tier  s  < 


Instances  of  failure  to  affix  abstract  dealt  with  o«,.,o,.o...«.0ne 
Number  of  underground  bakehouses  on  register  at  end  of  year, .. „ .Nil 
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JR'"  dent  Control . 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
REPORT  FOR  12  MOUTHS  ENDED  51ST  DECEMBER,  1954. 


J  TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

f  Non-  Agricultural 

(5) 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(inc.  Council 
Houses ) 

(3) 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

i  di  ■ 

Total  of 
Cols,  (l) 
(2)  &  (3) 

jl  Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority*  s 
j  District, 

42 

7705 

1428 

9175 

40 

fll  Durnber  of  properties 
Inspected  as  a  result 
of  o 

1  (a)  Notification 

(b)  Survey  under 
the  Act 

(a)  Otherwise  (ec  go 
when  visited 
primarily  for 
sane  other 
purpose) 

• 

342 

25 

367 

1 

10 

5080 

1022 

6112 

. -  -  . 

14 

-  -  ...  -  -  ... 

1 

6 

10 

17 

III  Total  inspections 
carried  out  - 
including  r©~ 
inspections 

437 

9091 

2596 

12124 

146- 

IV  Number  at  properties 
inspected  (in  Sec. II ) 
which  were  found  to 
be  infested  by; 

/„  i  r,,.-,  (Major 

1 

«E3 

1 

(a.)  Rats  (Emor 

9 

520 

156 

685 

12 

fy  )  (Ma  jor 

■ 

CO 

ea 

ca 

l  O  y  MIC®  /77 

■  J  (Minor 

1 

45 

20 

66 

- 

V  Number  of  infested 
properties  (in  Sec. 
TV)  treated  by  the 

L _ LoAjl _ 

11 

_ 

565 

176 

752 

12 
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TYPE  OP  PROPERTY 

Non-Agri cultural 

(5) 

Agricul¬ 
tural  0 

(TJ  ^ 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(inCo  Council 
Houses ) 

UJ 

AH  other 
(.including 
Business 
Premises ) 

w 

Total  of 
ColSo  (l) 

(2)  &  (3) 

VI  Total,  treatments 
carried  out  - 
including  re¬ 
treatments 

1,50 

988 

389 

1527 

33 

VTI  Number  of  notices 
served  under  Seo„ 
A  of  the  Acts 

(a)  Trea.tment 

(b )  Structural 
Work 

(i0e.  Proofing 

css 

1 

:) 

A 

12 

6 

A 

19 

ca.- 

VT1I  Number  of  cases 
in  which  default 
action  was  taken 
following  the 
issue  of  a  notice 
under  Seo0  A  of  t± 
Ac  t  o 

e 

- 

Cam 

- 

- 

IX  -Legal  Proceedings 

" 

- 

us 

X.  Number  of  ’’Block*1 

control  schemes 
carried  out 

A 

56 

. 

28 

270 

L- 

- 

The  number  of  dead  rats  that  were  collected,  totalled  550.  The  estimate 
kill  was  2050. 


Poison  used  -  Z.P.  Arsinious  Oxide  and  Bread  Mash„ 

Sijmmary  of  Block  Control  undertaken  during  the  year. 

A  total  of  3250  premises  were  inspected  during  the  year  when  505  treat¬ 
ments,  either  partial  or  complete  were  carried  out0 

Partial  treatments  consisted  of  test  baiting  on  premises  where  evidence 
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of  rodent  activities  were  found.  Where  baits  showed  a  5 no  take'  the  treat¬ 
ments  were  discontinued. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  schools,  hospitals,  the  Hants  Constabulary 
H0Qc  and  other  large  properties,  making  a  total  of  10  in  all  were  treated* 

The  estimated  kill  was.  120  rats. 

Sewer  Treatment,, 

The  maintenance  treatment  of  the  public  sewers  is  carried  out  by  the 
rodent  staff  of  the  Health  Department,  who  'undertake  a  baiting  schedule  laid 
down  by  the  Ministry.  The  following  details  show  the  work  done  in  this  pha.se 
of  rodent  controls'* 

Owing  to  the  decreased  rat  population  in  the  Sewers,  the  Ministry 

decided  that  a  10%'  test  was  not  necessary.  The  usual  time  of 

five  weeks  which  is  spent  on  this  work  was  therefore  reduced  to 

two. 


Treatment  using  Zinc  Phosphide  and  Arsenic 


Manholes  lifted 
Number  of  manholes  baited 
Number  of  manholes  showing  prebait  take 
Number  of  manholes  slowing  complete  prebait  take 
Scheme  of  baiting  used 
(e0go  consecutive  days,  or  1st,  3rd  and  5th 

days) 

Number  of  manholes  test  baited  in  conjunction 
with  treatment  and  not  included  in  No.  2 


77 

77 

21 


Consecutive 

Days 


above 


123 


Admirisirat ion. 


The  important  work  of  rodent  control  again  received  the  energetic 
attention  of  the  department,  and  the  Rodent  Officer  with  his  assistant  carried 
out  very  effective  work  in  disinfesting  all  classes  of  property. 


The  need  for  securing  adequate  rodent  control  requires  no  emphasis, 
for  it  is  recognised  that  the  presence  of  a  high  rat  and  mouse  population 
within  the  City  would  be  a  potential  danger  to  the  health  and  well-being  of  the 
public.  The  financial  and  material  loss  occasioned  by  rodents  in  the  form  of 
destruction  and  damage  to  essential  food,  to  other  valuable  goods,  to  buildings 
and  to  installations,  are  also  important  factors  to  be  considered.  In  addition, 
due  regard  must  be  given  to  the  possibility  of  food  contamination  where  these 
pests  associate  with  our  food  supplies. 
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Infestations  may  be  external  or  internal „  Sane  external  infesta¬ 
tion*  due  to  the  breakdown  of  the  drainage  system*  in  close  proximity  to  the 
premises 3  is  the  cause  of  many  .internal  infestations.,  particularly  where 
burrowing  takes  place  under  the  footings  of  dwelling-houses  and  structures  of 
similar  nature*  into  floor  spaces  and  under  flagged  floors  of  kitchens  and 
sculleries o  Internal  infestations  also  occur  where  rats  emerge  from  under¬ 
mined  surfaces  of  streets,  passages  and  other  land,  and  gain  access  to  premises 
through  structural  defects. 


The  policy  of  the  department  is  to  locate  the  source  if  at  all 
possible*  When  this  is  achieved  and  deal  t  with  the  work  of  clearance  beccmes 
simplified* 


The  Local  Authority,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  Ere  vent  ion  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act*  1949,  has  a  duty  to  perform  by  taking  such  steps  as  may  be 
necessary  from  time  to  time*  to  secure  as  far  as  practicable  that  the  area  under 
their  control  is  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice.  Concurrent  with  carrying  out 
the  necessary  baiting  programme  at  business  premises  and  dwelling-houses,  and 
investigating  not  if  ications  fran  the  public*  a  search  or  ,rblock  control'"  is 
maintained  to  discover  infestations*  There  may  be  no  visible  evidence  of  ro¬ 
dent  infestation  at  the  time  of  the  visit,  but  it  does  bring  to  the  public 
notice  their  obligations  ’under  the  Act,  Where  infestations  are  discovered  the 
appropriate  action  is  t  aken*  either  by  advice  where  occupiers  choose  to  carry 
out  their  own  destruction  measures*  or  by  the  Corporation  doing  the  work  free 
of  cost  in  the  case  of  dwelling-houses*  or  by  charging  for  the  service  in  the 
case  of  other  premises*  The  total  fees  in  this  connection  being  £268  for  the 
year. 


Under  Part  1  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949?  a  total 
of  368  occupiers  notified  the  Health  Department  that  rats  or  mice  infested 
their  premises. 

In  addition  to  their  regular  duties*  the  rodent  staff  destroyed  20 
wasp  nests*  143  pigeons*  3-  squabs  and  32  eggs  during  the  year* 

Insect  Pests* 


The  Health  Department  seem  to  be  getting  an  increasing  ’lumber  of 
requests  for  advice  on  the  eradication  of  .insect  pests*  They  are  also  getting 
a  corresponding  increase  in  the  demand  for  insecticides*  In  fact  it  would  be 
true  to  say  that  the  public  are  becoming  increasingly  insect  conscious*  and 
they  bring  along  to  the  office  a  variety  of  insects  for  identification* 
Curiously  enough  the  demand  for  disinfectants  is  on  the  decrease*  Whether  or 
not  this  is  due  to  the  rising  interest  in  food  hygiene  and  the  publicity 
attaching  to  modern  insecticides  is  the  cause  of  this  greater  awareness,  is 
not  known. 
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Generally  the  insects  encountered  have  been  readily  identified 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  in  a  number  cf  cases  have  ^luded  mem  era  t 
the  lyctidae  a.nd  Anohiidae  families  associated  with  damage  to  timber,  PI 
Beetles*®  which  often  accompany  moulds,  mildew  or  damp  conditions,  _  h 
ubiquitous  *5ted  House  A nt1*,  which  is  sonetmes  confused  with  Bed~B  g  y 

holders. 


examination  op  drams 


During  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  carry  out  84  drear  tests, 
36  of  these  be.irS  attached  to  houses  situated  in  Clearance  Areas  and  14  being 
new  drains  relaid  in  place  of  those  found  defective. 

In  connection  with  investigation  of  complaints  about  choked  or 
leaking  drains,  it  proved  necessary  to  apply  the  provisions  of  Section  48  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  at  12  premises.  Under  these  powers 
tion  may  open  up  the  ground  at  private  premises  for  the  P^ose  of  e xamin  .g 
the  conditions  of  the  drains,  and  if  necessary,  apply  specified  tests  to 
appliances  which  appear  to  be  defective. 

The  conditions  so  disclosed  become  the  basis  of  action  under  Section 
39  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  when  drains  are  involved.  When  the  defec„  • 
conduits  are  found  to  be  public  sewers,  the  necessary  works  ot  repair 
carried  out  under  Sections  23  and  24  cf  toe  Act,  the  expenses  incurred  being 
charged  to  the  owners  of  the  length  of  sewer  concerned.  The  cost  of  such 

work  for  1935  was  £90. 
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E  -  PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

The  following  tables  indicate  the  number  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year, 


Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  and  Food  Poisoning  during  1955* 


Disease 

<J  an* 

Feb, 

Mar« 

Aplo 

May 

June 

July 

Aug* 

Sep  to 

Oct, 

Novo 

Dec,, 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

.  : 

1 

JH 

V 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

Whooping  Gough 

7 

4 

2 

1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

.  . .. 

. .  ... 

21 

Measles 

1 

91 

Ol?  Q 

171 

29 

2 

.  .  .  . 

1 

543 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Paralytic 

I  0  -L  1  TT  1 

1 

3 

4 

Acute 

1  Poliomye litis 

N  on-Paraly" tic 

.  - 

u 

-  -  -  -  - 

3 

“““ - 

Me  ningocoecal 

Infection 

. - 

1 

1 

. 

2 

4 

Dysentery 

2 

7 

9 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

. 

2 

2 

3 

..  . . 

2 

■ 

3 

1 

13 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

5 

-  . 

2 

1  1  ’ 

7 

10 

3 

.  . 

9 

’  ..  -.. 

1 

l 

37 

Pneumonia 

2 

.  . 

_ 

3 

. 

5 

Acute 

Encephalitis 

. .  . 

H 

1 

.... 

.  .  . 

1 

.  . 

. 

1 

! 

3 

...... 

Food  Poisoning 

.... 

2 

11 

.  . 

_ 

13 

_ _  . 

TOTALS 

l1 

16 

9 

3 

13 

104 

256 

175 

■  36 

17 

20 

11 

1 

661 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  according  to  age 

during  the  ye  ar  1955® 
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TU3EBG0M)S  IS 


New  ©ases  and  mortality  during  1 955 


— .  mi  .mm  i—  »i 

Rsspis 

New  Ca 

atory 

see 

Non-Re 

spiratory 

Respij 

Dea- 

"atory 

shs 

Non°Res 

piratory 

M 

F 

M 

P 

H 

P 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

C9 

co 

6P 

<=> 

GO- 

0 

0 

CO 

|  1  to  5  years 

C3 

1 

03 

0 

63 

S3 

CO 

<= 

1  5  to  15  years 

2 

2 

03 

CO 

era 

« 

GO 

CO 

15  'to  25  years 

4 

1 

1 

C3 

CO 

co 

CO 

<= 

25  to  35  years 

5 

3 

CO 

GSO 

=■ 

co 

CO 

CO 

35  to  45  years 

4 

5 

C3 

1 

1 

«s=» 

C3 

CO 

45  to  55  years 

2 

1 

CO 

c=» 

1 

co 

C=> 

CO 

55  to  65  years 

1 

1 

c=» 

u 

S3 

1 

63 

CO 

65  and  upwards 

«=» 

69 

=» 

09 

O 

CO 

« 

CO 

]  TOTAL 

18 

14 

1 

1 

2 

1 

(=3 

Se3f 

No0  of  cases  of'  Tuberculosis  on 
Register  at  commencement  of  year 

No*  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  Register  at  end  of  year* 

Pulmonary 

N  ontPulmonary 

Pulmonary 

N  on^Pulmonary 

Male 

76 

12 

89 

13 

Female 

63 

16 

72 

16 

TOTAL 

139 

28 

161 

29 

Removals  .from  Register  during  year? - 


Reason  for  Removal 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

N  on°Pn2monary 

M  F 

Died  (including  deaths  from  other 

causes) 

j  Removed  from  District  ,  0  0  0  0  „  0  0  0  0 

I  U  *0 '  ‘.i,  OOOo  0  0  0  O  O  0  O  0  O  O  O  0  0  OOOOOOQOOQO 

2  1 

3  4 

c=»  0 

1 

CO  CO 

j  TOTAL 

5  5 

1  1 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations <,  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering  from  Pul  nonary 
Tuberculosis  employed  in  the  Milk  Trade)  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  1936  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering 
f  rom  Tuberculosis)  „ 
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SOUTH  WEST  METROPOLITAN  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD 
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Total  number  recalled  for  large  film  =  332  (%  of  total  examined  =5.1%) 
Total  number  recalled  for  interviews  =  .98  (%  of  total  examined  =  1.5%) 


Table  ii  —  Non  Tuberculous  Conditions 


Totals 

Total 

HH 

m 

rr 

r- 

1-4 

Hh 

«s 
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1 

M 

M 

00 

Female 

r- 

N 

vO 

1 

1 

1 

1 

VO 

VO 

Male 
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►-I 

►M 

VO 
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1 

1 

vr\ 

N 

General 

Public 
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VO 

►-H 

1 

co 

1 

1 

1 

Male 

VO 

1 

00 

1 

m 

M 

1 

1 

1 

Private 

Firms 

Female 

1 

1 

►■4 

►-4 

1 

N 

1 

1 

1 

1-4 
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Male 
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<N 

1 

cn 
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1 
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School 

Children 

Female 

1 

1 

1 
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1 

1 
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Male 
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1 
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1 

1 

1 

1 
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National 

Service¬ 

men 
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1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

General 

Practitioners 
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HH 

! 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Male 

1 

N 

1 

hH 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Chest 

Clinics 

Female 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Male 

<N 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Non-Tuberculous  Conditions 

Abnormalities  of  boney  thorax 
and  lungs 

Bronchitis  &  emphysema  . . 

Bronchiectasis 

Pneumonia  &  pneumonitis 

1 

Pneumokoniosis 

Pleural  thickening  &  fibrosis 

Intrathoracic  new  growths: 

malignant 

Non-malignant 

Cardiovascular  lesions: 

Congenital 

Acquired 

Miscellaneous 

Table  hi  —  Newly  Discovered  Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
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Tubcrculosis  —  All  Forms 
Incidence  Deaths  1916  —  /9SS 


Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

The  response  to  Immunisation  can  be  said  to  be  generally 
satisfactory*,  the  monthly  clinic  which  is  held  for  this  purpose  being 
still  well  attended,, 

The  number  of  children  who  were  inoculated  during  1955  is 

as  follows g  «=> 


Diphtheria 

Whooping 

Gough 

Combined 

Diphtheria 

and 

Whooping 

Cough 

Age  under  5  years  Oooooo«  102 

10: 

194 

Age  between  5-15  years  14 

1 

2 

Reinforcing  dose  oooooooo  293 

<=> 

12 

Total  oooooooo  409 

11 

208 

The  Registrar  General  has  ceased  to  provide  figures  of  the 
child  population  under  15  years  of  age9  accordingly  it  is  impossible  to 
estimate  the  percentage  of  children  immunisedo  The  number  is9  however*, 
well  maintained  and  4*>557  children  are  recorded  as  having  been  immunised* 
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